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Foreword 


IE: world is being disempowered as never before by a new surge of 
global imperialism — one representing the worst of the axis of evil — 
violence, manipulation and waste. 

During such times in history, it has been one, and only one counter-ailing 
power that has proved capable of challenging such a travesty in governance. 
That power is the resurgence of civil society or “people power’. 


And “people power” comes from a community based synergetic surge of 
humanity, of conscience, of solidarity. It comes with an energy to resist the 
new viruses of militarism and what has been called the “Church of 
Fundamentalist capitalism” where the triple and bottom line is money, money 
and more money! 


People’s power also manifests itself through alternative languages — language 
of conscience, of humanity, of caring and sharing and sustainability. 


This twin culture of both resistance to the ‘bad’ and the alternative search for 
the ‘good’ is articulated through a multiplicity of actions — direct and indirect, 
local and global. It is also articulated through key statements at strategic events 
organised by peoples’ movements. They capture the power and hopes, the 
ideas and action plans of concerned people who care for other people, who 
care for the environment and who care for peace and justice in the world. 


This book captures one stream of a galaxy of social transformation movements 
that is led and facilitated by the Pesticides Action Network (PAN) in Asia and 
the Pacific. Born on the “Island with an Activist Attitude”, Penang, Malaysia, 
21 years ago in May 1982, it has led the global campaigning for safer food, for 
safe agriculture practices, and fora pro-people ecologically sustainable future. 
Most importantly, it also sought to ensure that the rights of women are not 
only respected but that women are empowered to resist and develop their 
future vision and frameworks for actions. 


Often social movements forget to document such important expressions of 


the long and difficult journey for transformational change that captures the 
struggles, the voices and the visions of a people for eco-centred development. 
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A social movement is sustained by a clear vision, of many ‘doable’ activities 
but it must never forget the ‘memories’ and the benchmarks. 


lt was at a workshop for over a dozen ‘new’ PAN staff entitled “How to Make 
the World a Better Place” held in December 2002, that | threw the challenge 
of doing such a documentary piece to Yanes Govindaraj. She was astonishingly 
responsive. In just a short period of several weeks, she compiled this 
remarkable collection of statements and declarations spanning a decade of 
activism. 


| hope it will be precursor to an expanded volume of global documents that 
can provide a handy reference and inspiration to the new generation of activists, 
enhance links with other social movements and also promote the vocabulary 
and content for the new thinking for a just and peaceful world. 


Anwar Fazal 


Penang, Malaysia | 
World Consumer Rights Day, 15 March 2003 


Anwar Fazal is a former president of International Organisations of Consumers Unions (IOCU) 
and the Environmental Liaison Centre International (ELCI), and a founder member of Pesticides 
Action Network (PAN). He is a recipient of the Right Livelihood Award (popularly known as 
the “Alternative Nobel Prize” and the UNEP Global 500 Award. 
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Introduction 


This compilation of statements and resolutions is a dynamic reflection of a 
decade long struggle and the evolution of a vision of the Pesticide Action 
Network Asia and the Pacific and its network. Developed through a process of 
consultation with network partners, these statements and resolutions provide 
collective analysis of the issues, perspectives from people’s movements and 
struggles, derived from collective positions after discussions and debate and 
sometimes collective visions to inspire our journey forward. These are not just 
words on paper. But they are an epitome of our struggles and our analysis 
based on local realities, lives lived, innovations, and scientific thought. They 
make demands on governments, on institutions and on us. They assert our 
commitments and rights. We are moved by these words on paper, these 
words that belong to us, to strengthen our struggles, campaigns, and advo- 
cacy. The spirit and contents of these statements give directions, channel 
energies of the network and provide the visions for a better tomorrow. 


This compilation charts the history and development of the network from is- 
sues of pesticides to sustainable agriculture and ecological agriculture, from 
women and pesticides to women’s rights and empowerment, from trade liber- 
alization to globalisation and the position of WTO out of Agriculture. It reflects 
the need for alternatives including organic agriculture and ecological agricul- 
ture. It also demands for people’s food sovereignty and people’s rights and 
empowerment. In essence, it charts the growth and development of PAN 
Asia and the Pacific and the development of its vision, its issues and its posi- 
tions. 


The statements and resolutions in the book provide a glimpse of the issues 
and demands and they cover many areas: 


On the issue of pesticides, the Statement from the People’s Caravan 2000 
— “Citizens on the Move for Land and Food Without Poisons”, the Digos 
Declaration, the Serdang Declaration and many others summarises the 
unconscionable and unacceptable poisoning of people and the environ- 
ment by pesticides. The demand of the network and people’s movements 
has been consistent for the last decade on the issue of pesticides that 
pesticides need to be restricted, reduced and eliminated and pesticides 
that cause acute, chronic and endocrine disrupting effects should be im- 
mediately phased out. 
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The overarching demand in many of the statements dealing with Genetic 
Engineering is for a ban on the release, use, trade and commercialisation 
of genetically engineered organisms and the importation of genetically 
engineered foods and seeds. In analysing the science and benefits of 
genetically engineered organisms in food and agriculture, the conclusion 
So far is that no adequate tests have been conducted on the safety of the 
product, and the technology does not benefit small farmers, fisherfolks 


and agricultural workers. 


The recent Political Statement of the Forum for Food Sovereignty adopted 
by more than 600 participants in Rome in June 2002 enshrined the concept 
of food sovereignty and demanded that it be the principal policy framework 
for addressing food and agriculture. The statement clearly defined food 
sovereignty and called for a Convention on Food Sovereignty in order to 
enshrine the principles of Food Sovereignty in international law. 


As early as 1985 in the preparations to the World Conference on Women, 
PAN Asia and the Pacific and its network partners particularly in the 
women’s programme initiated the discussions on the impact of globalisation 
on food security, sustainable agriculture and rural women. The statement 
from Asian women at the Asia Pacific Symposium on Women in Develop- 
ment called for food security issues being in the ambit of national policy 
and not governed by GATT. Later in 1998, around 200 women’s groups 
from around the world called for the dismantling of WTO agreements and 
the rejection of any attempts to legitimise the WTO through proposals for 
social and environmental clauses. In 2001 and 2002, the demands for “WTO 
out of food and agriculture’ solidified globally and the demand was adopted 
by more than 600 groups in Rome in 2002 at the Forum for Food Sover- 
eignty. 


All Statements from Women’s Conferences and Meetings on the issue of 
globalisation have systematically rejected globalisation because of its 
impact on women and have continued the assertion of women’s rights. 
At the Women’s Conference during the Asia Pacific People’s Assembly, 
more than 180 women Participants representing 104 organisations from 
22 countries asserted, “We resist WTO agreements and World Bank and 
IMF conditionalities. We assert the right to food security and sustainable 
agriculture and the right to land. We assert the right to freedom of 
association, expression and assembly, right to equality and the right to 
take control over our bodies and our sexuality and assert freedom from 


violence. We assert the rights of indigenous people and ethnic groups to 
self-determination.” 
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No where has People’s Empowerment and People’s Movement been better 
described than in the Statement of the People’s Movements Encounters 
at the Asian Social Forum, Hyderabad in 2003. Spoken in the language of 
the people’s movements, the statement stresses that no one else speaks 
for the people’s movement except they themselves. The statement 
condemned fundamentalism, the US War on Terror, imperialist globalisation 
and the monopoly of the TNCs, the caste system and patriarchy. It outlined 
a people’s movements Plan of Action to continue the struggles including 
rejecting WTO and derailing Cancun and organisng the resistance against 
TNCs particularly those promoting hazardous technologies. The people’s 
movements present also committed to continuing the struggle for 
democratic rights, equality and freedom and the assertion of the rights of 
women, peasants and agricultural workers and the assertion for people’s 
food sovereignty. 


The statements and declarations included in this book cover many areas and 
many issues but they “speak from the heart’ and are a testimony to the devel- 
opment and history of the network. PAN AP has been proud to be part of this 
process and has been inspired by the wisdom, determination and struggles of 
resistance of the people’s movements. As Xanana Gusmao while leading the 
East Timor struggle said, “To Resist is to Win” and so we in the people’s 
movements are winning in the struggle. These words on paper are part of this 
struggle of resistance, tears and assertion of rights, and a celebration of soli- 
darity, diversity, determination and victories of the people’s movements and 
the network. | 


Sarojeni V. Rengam 
Pesticide Action Network (PAN)Asia and the Pacific 
Penang, Malaysia 


Sarojeni V. Rengam is the Executive Director of PAN AP 
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STATEMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT 


ENCOUNTERS AT THE ASIAN SOCIAL FORUM 
3 - 7 January 2003, Hyderabad, India 


PEOPLE’S MOVEMENTS — EVOLVING OUR WORLD 


End Imperialist Globalisation, 
Fundamentalism and War 


We, the people’s movements of Asia have come together in Hyderabad from 3-7 
January at the People’s Movements Encounters at the Asian Social Forum. This 
encounter testifies to the increasing resistance of people against imperialist 
globalisation and that a New World is evolving. We are 35 movements representing 
Dalits, peasants, workers, women, Adivasis, indigenous people, fisherfolks, urban 
poor and the physically and mentally challenged. 


Imperialist globalisation led by the G8 and the transnational corporations (TNCs), 
facilitated by the WTO and international financial institutions and supported by national 
elites, has devastated our lives; resources and the environment. As a result we are 
losing our livelihoods, shelter, land, water, forests and other resources. We have little 
or no access to food and employment resulting in hunger, starvation and famine. We 
are being displaced. We face unemployment and bonded form of labour, including 
forced migration. This has brought increased vulnerability to exploitation, oppression 
and subordination of our people and communities. 


Our productive resources and means of production are being monopolised and 
concentrated in the hands of the landed elites and a few giant corporations through 
corporate agriculture. This form of agriculture is externally dependent and promotes 
hazardous technologies including pesticides and GMOs that threaten health, food 
safety and the environment. The dominance of corporate control is further entrenched 
by patents on life forms. 


Fundamentalism through fascist forces has led to widespread communal tensions, 
violence and genocide of communities in Asia. It has eroded the unity of people, 
universal beliefs and divided people on the basis of religion, caste and race. 


The US-led War on Terrorism is the continued global economic, political, social and 
cultural domination of the G8 on the world, and entrenches their control of resources 
especially oil, gas and uranium. This war on terrorism is used by the State to violently 
suppress people’s movements and resistance, and to criminalise and imprison 
movement leaders. It is used to dismantle all mechanisms that protect and promote 
the universal rights of people. It has also increased militarisation and the arms trade 


at the expense of people. 
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These same imperialist forces with the support of patriarchal institutions and values 
are further denying the reproductive and health rights of women; their land and political 
rights; and right to housing. This has increased different forms of violence against 
women, forced migration, trafficking, violence against tribal and minorities, and has 


reduced their access to justice. 


The society we live in is a caste society based on the purity and impurity concept 
hence the practice of untouchability prevails in communities. It has denied the Dalits 
equal status in society, and land and political rights. 


More than ever today the communities and people are raising their resistance against 
these imperialist forces and their lackeys at all levels. Women are resisting the 
introduction of machines that displace labour. Women have succeeded in preventing 
the construction of dams. Peasants are occupying lands. Dalits are asserting their 
rights. Agricultural workers are organising for the right to work and livelihood. Workers 
are also driving out transnational corporations such as Syngenta and Mosanto. Farmers 
are practising sustainable agriculture and livelihoods. These are only a few examples 
of the diversity of the resistance of Our New World. 


No one else can speak for us except we in the people’s movements. We have our 
victories, our culture, our political agenda and our aspirations. We have come together 
here in the People’s Movements Encounters to further strengthen, consolidate and 
heighten our resistance within Asia. 


We will forward our struggles with greater determination, force and strength. We 
therefore: 


1. Reject WTO. We will derail WTO at Cancun. Towards this, we will develop actions 
and proposals at all levels. As a first step we want WTO out of food and agriculture 
and health. There will be a special Global Day of protest to derail WTO. 


2. Reject TNCs, and we will drive them out of our communities, our nations and in 
Asia. The resistance that has already been organized, will now be further 
strengthened and consolidated with special focus on TNCs that promote hazardous 
technologies particularly Syngenta, Monsanto, Aventis, Du Pont and Bayer. 


3. Assert our people’s food sovereignty i.e. the right of people to decide our own 
food and agriculture policy, founded on right to land and productive resources 
including water, seeds, forests, our knowledge and skills. We will only achieve 
food sovereignty when we are free and independent from all forms of foreign and 
local domination. We will take back the Panchami lands (land aliocated to Dalits 
by the government) and other lands and distribute land to the landless and women. 
We reject labour replacement technologies. We will expand sustainable agriculture 
and promote sustainable livelihoods. We will have fair Prices for agricultural 
Products where Trade will respect the rights of peoples and assert food sovereignty 


4. Protect and promote the rights, equality and dignity of women. We reject and 
resist the culture of violence and torture arising from repression and Subordination, 
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particularly against women. In our rejection of patriarchal values and institutions 
we will strongly defend and promote reproductive rights and health of women. 
Land and other productive resources will be equally distributed to women. 
Recognising women’s role and contribution in food production and use of resources, 
women are equal partners in the struggle. 


Resist and will destroy Fundamentalist culture, values and forces through our 
struggles for democratic rights, equality and freedom. The discrimination and 
atrocities on Dalits should be immediately stopped and the caste system and 
untouchability practices eradicated with immediate effect. 


Strongly oppose the US led war on terrorism. We demand the immediate 
withdrawal of US troops placed for the war against Iraq. We reject State terrorism 
on our people and demand the immediate release of all political activists from 
prison. We also demand transparency and accountability at all levels on the use 
of people’s money, especially on arms trade and defence. 


Towards this end we will build international solidarity with people’s movements 
everywhere. 


A PEOPLE UNITED WILL NEVER BE DEFEATED 


PARTICIPATING MASS MOVEMENTS IN PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS FROM 
INDIA: ASIA 
1. Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya 1. Bayan, Philippines 
Vruthidarula Union 2. Citizens Alliance for Consumer 
2. National Alliance of People’s Protection of Korea 
Movements 3. IBON Foundation, Philippines 
3. National Aricultural Worker's Forum — 4. International League of People’s 
India Struggles 
4. National Center for Labour — India 5. NGO-COD, Thailand 
5. Chetana — India 6. Pesticides Action Network Asia Pacific 
6. Dalit Alliance — A.P. 7. South Asian Peasants Coalition 
7. A.P. Neeti Samakya 8. Tenaganita, Malaysia 
8. Tamil Nadu Dalit Women’s Movement 9. All Nepal Agricultural Workers & 
9. Karnataka Construction Worker’s union Peasants Union 
10. Karnataka Domestic Worker’s Union 10. Bangladesh Krishok Federation (BKF) 
11. Samajika Nyaya Vedhika — A.P. 11. APWLD - Malaysia 
12. Bhoosamskarala Karyacharana 12. Kilusang Magbubukid ng Philippines 
Udayamam — A.P. (Peasant Movement in the Philippines) 
13. Rastriya Raity Seva Samithi — A.P. 13. Intl Alliance of People’s Lawyers (IAPL) 
14. Ambedkar Damma Porata Samithi 14. Kalikasan — Phil Environmental Network 
15. KKNSS — Karnataka 45. Cordillera People’s Alliance (CPA) 
16. Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangatan 16. Karapatan (National Alliance for the 
(MKSS) Advancement of People’s Rights) 
17. Vasudhaika Kutumbakam 17. KMU (May First Movement) 


Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya Vruthidarula Union (APVVU) 
National Alliance of People’s Movments (NAPM) 


IV/B/F-81, Bharani Complex, Ministers Road, Secunderabad. 
Contact Phone: 55313948, Mobile: 98481 32018, Email: apvvu @yahoo.com 
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UNITY STATEMENT 
28-30 September, 2002, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


1st International Peasant 
Scientist Conference 


We, the delegates of the ist International Peasant Scientist Conference unite to 
strengthen peasant scientist partnerships to ensure that science and technology serves 
the interests and needs of the people. Science of and for the people calls for 
partnerships between scientists and peasants, indigenous, and other marginalized, 
exploited, and threatened communities. This people’s science will challenge the abuse 
and domination of science and knowledge whether by corporations, military, 
governments, research or other institutions. 


The people’s movements are now Strongly resisting globalisation, with its ever- 
worsening and devastating impacts and the rapid advancement of corporate agriculture 
on peasant livelihoods, health, the environment, food security and sovereignty. 
Corporate agriculture and food Processing underpinned by distorted or flawed science 
has promoted monocultures, pesticides, and has now introduced genetically engineered 
organisms. This agriculture destroys the environment and people’s lives. 


We are thus committed to unmasking corporate propaganda and tactics of domination, 
harassment, and repression. We challenge our institutions and universities to be free 
from corporate control: to develop genuine people-centred science curricula and 
programmes; and to promote and develop community-based research. 


We also challenge and expose governments who are equally liable and subservient 
to external influence. 


We recognize the important role scientists have to play in reorienting their contribution 
away from serving the interests of profit over the interests of life. 


PLAN OF ACTION 


We assert the strong precautionary principle in Protecting human health and the 
environment. 


| We will establish exchange programmes between and amongst peasants and 
Scientists to strengthen each other's capacity. 
We commit ourselves to establish a strong network of Scientists and peasants 
who are ready to respond to the expressed needs of communities. 
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We resolve to work fora moratorium and a ban, if necessary, on the environmental 
release and commercialisation of genetically engineered organisms. 

We pledge to work to sensitise and raise the consciousness of peasants and 
scientists to promote the agenda of science and technology of and for the people. 

To achieve community food security and sovereignty, we pledge to work for 
ecological, sustainable and self-sufficient approaches, practices and systems. 

We are confident from experience that these approaches will sufficiently meet 
the food requirements of all people. 

We will work towards the recognition of women’s contribution in agriculture, 
women’s access and control of land and productive and reproductive resources, as 
well as the equitable leadership of women in people’s movements. 

We will work towards enhancing and conserving biodiversity, and local and 
indigenous knowledge. 

We call for no patents on life forms and indigenous knowledge systems. 

We pledge to delegitimize all instruments of globalisation and will build local, 
national, regional and global movements of resistance to this. 

We work towards a Convention on Food Sovereignty that is defined by the people’s 
movement. 

We unite to observe a day of action yearly against poisons and genetically 
engineered organisms in food and agriculture. 

We will uphold the rights of peasants, agricultural and other workers, fisherfolk, 
pastoralists, women, indigenous peoples, Dalits, urban poor, children, and other 
marginalized and exploited sectors. 

We join the struggle for genuine agrarian reform that upholds peasants’ right to 
land and other productive resources. We uphold the rights of indigenous peoples 
over their ancestral or communal land and livelihood resources. 

We pledge to work through the Sustainable Agriculture Movement in Asia and 
scientists network to strengthen the people’s movements for land, food and water 
without poisons. 


This Unity Statement was a major outcome of the Ist International Peasant Scientist 
Conference, held from September 27-30, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. It brought together 95 
participants from Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, India and Bangladesh, Japan, Korea, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, United Kingdom, United States, Australia and Malaysia. Participants included 
representatives from the most significant Peasants Movements in the Phiiippines, Thailand, 
Indonesia and Nepal, Scientists from as far afield as the US, and the UK, as well as local and 
regional NGOs, and representatives of Consumer organizations. It was organized by PAN AP 
together with ERA Consumer, Tenaganita, and the Malaysian Programme on Sustainable 
Agriculture and Pesticides (MP SAP). 


Footnotes: 

Scientists include academics 

Indigenous peoples include tribals 

Dalits are landless, treated as untouchables, discriminated all over the world. 
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A JOINT STATEMENT 


By Participating Organisations of the World Alliance for 
Breastfeeding Action (WABA) & International PoPs 


Elimination Network (IPEN) 
July 2002 


Working Together for a 
Toxic-Free Future 


We share a common concern: Toxic chemicals are contaminating 


our children 

If we tested every infant born today, anywhere in the world, we would find that s/he 
has a body burden of toxic industrial chemicals. Dioxins, PCBs, mercury, phthalates, 
pesticides and other dangerous substances are being passed from parent to child as 
early as the prenatal period. 


Tiny doses of these chemicals can have a dramatic effect on the developing child. 
Levels of mercury that would have no impact on an adult can harm the developing 
brain of a foetus. A few trillionths of a gram of dioxin and PCBs can damage the 
developing immune and nervous systems. DDT, PCBs, dioxins and other persistent 
organic pollutants not only cross the placenta, they also enter into breastmilk. 


We recognise the need to Promote breastfeeding while we work towards ending 
the contamination of our communities 


The contamination of breastmilk is one symptom of the environmental contamination 
in our communities. Responsibility for this problem belongs to the industrial sources 
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Therefore, educational and advocacy efforts to promote a toxic-free future for our 
children should recognise, encourage and support collective actions aimed at promoting 
breastfeeding, reducing chemical contamination and developing the strongest possible 
pollution prevention laws. 


We share a vision of a toxic-free future and generations of healthy 
children 

In Sweden, strong governmental programmes to eliminate persistent organic pollutants 
like DDT, dieldrin, PCBs and dioxin have resulted in dramatic decreases in contaminants 
in breastmilk. In the United States, bans on lead in gasoline and smoking in public 
places have resulted in dramatic decreases in the levels of dangerous chemicals in 
the blood of young children. These public health achievements show that reductions 
in the production, use and disposal of toxic chemicals, along with the destruction of 
toxic chemical stockpiles and reservoirs, can decrease the body burden in our children 
and in all of us. The United Nations Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (POPs), the development of sustainable alternatives to dioxin-producing 
incineration, local and national efforts to restrict the use of pesticides or to phase out 
the uses and emissions of mercury, all deserve our energetic and sustained support. 


We pledge to work together towards the day when our infants are born toxin free, and 
can grow and develop in a toxic-free world. 


Updated list of Endorsers, July 2002 


Agenda for Environment and Responsible Development, Tanzania | Alaska Community Action on Toxics, 
USA | Alianza por Una Mejor Calidad de Vida, Chile | Aminingshjalpen (The Swedish Nursing Mothers’ 
Support Group) | Aquamedia, Republic of Georgia | Armenian Centre of Hygiene & Epidemiological 
Surveillance | Armenian Women for Health and a Healthy Environment | ARNIKA Association, Czech 
Republic | Arugaan, Philippines | Asociacién Argentina de Medivos por el Medio Ambiente (AAMMA), 
Argentina | Associagéo de Combate aos Pops (ACPO), Brazil | Associagao de Consciéncia a Prevengao 
Ocupacional, Brazil | Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative Hong Kong Association (BFHIHKA) | Bangladesh 
Breastfeeding Foundation (BBF) | Basel Action Network (BAN), Washington, USA | Breastfeeding Infor- 
mation Bureau, Malaysia | Breastfeeding Mothers Support Group (BSMG), Singapore | Breastfeeding 
Promotion Network of India (BPNI) | Breastfeeding Support Group of Thailand | California Nurses-Mid- 
wives Association, USA | Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE) | Cancer 
Action New York, USA | Chemicals Weapons Working Group, Kentucky, USA | Chris Mulford, IBCLC, 
USA | Collectif de lutte contre les organochlorés (Joint Action Group against POPs), Quebec, Canada | 
Common Ground, Kentucky, USA | Commonweal, USA | Community Against Toxics, Cheshire, UK | 
Consumers International Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (CI-ROAP) | Coordination Frangaise 
pour |’Allaitement Maternel (CoFAM), France | Cynthia Pang, IBCLC, Singapore | Department of the 
Planet Earth, USA | Development Indian Ocean Network (DION), Mauritius | ECO-Accord, Russia | 
Ecosphere, Belarus | Egyptian Medical Students for Social Responsibility Students, Egypt | Environ- 
mental Health Fund, USA | For Civil Society, Kyrghyzstan | Foundation for Realization of Ideas, Belarus 
| Great Lakes United, New York, USA | Greenpeace International | Greenpeace International Toxics 
Campaign, Canada | GroundWork, South Africa | HealthCare Without Harm, Washington DC, USA | 
Indigeneous Environmental Council, Alaska, USA | Information Pour |’Allaitement (IPA), France | Insti- 
tute for Children’s Environmental Health, Washington, USA | International Baby Food Action Network 
(IBFAN) Penang, Malaysia | International Campaign for Responsible Technology | International Lactation 
Consultation Association (ILCA) | International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War, Egypt | Irish 
Doctors Environmental Association (IDEA) | Kentucky Environmental Foundation, USA | La Leche League 
International (LLLI), USA | Marcia Annandale, IBCLC, New Zealand | Movement pour les Droits et le 
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snérations Futures (MDRGF), France | National Resource Defence Council, USA | Na- 
cat dt eee et Australia hen Zealand College of Midwives (NZCOM) one iine re ci 
Weapons Citizen Coalition, Kentucky, USA | Pesticide Action Network Asia-Pacific (PANA ) | Sei sib . 
Action Network Central Asia (PANCA) | Pesticide Action Network Germany | Pesticide pelle: Nor 
North America (PANNA) | Pesticide Action Network UK (PANUK) | Pesticide Action Network, P —— 
| Public Interest Consultants, UK | Pusat Penasihat Penyusuan Ibu Malaysia (PPPIM) ) Queens oe 
Lactation College, Australia | Red de Accion en Plaguicidas y sus Alternativas de América Latina (RAP- 
AL), Chile 1 Red de Accién sobre Plaguicidas y Alternativas en México (RAPAM) | Sandra Steingraber, 
Teacher, Ecologist, Author of “Living Downstream” & “Having Faith , USA | Sarvodaya Women’s Move- 
ment, Sri Lanka | Sharyle Patton, International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) Northern Co-Chair, 
USA | Srishti, India | Surakshit, India | Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Pakistan | Tai- 
wan Watch Institute | Tchala Songolo, CADIC, Congo | Ted Greiner, International Maternal & Child Health 
(IMCH), Uppsala University, Sweden | Thanal Conservation Action & Information Network (TCAIN), India 
| The Nordic Workgroup for International Breastfeeeding Issues, Sweden | Toxics Link, India | Virginia 
Thorley, WABA International Advisory Council member, Australia 1 WABA Steering Committee | Women 
in Europe for a Common Future (WECF), Netherlands 1 Women’s Environmental Network, UK | World 
Information Transfer, USA | Worldwide Fund for Nature/World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 


We will update the endorsers list regularly. We welcome your endorsement and also 
request you to share it with others. This Statement with the latest list of endorsers is 
available at the WABA & IPEN websites. To endorse, write ASAP to the World Alliance 
for Breastfeeding Action, WABA, PO Box 1200, Penang 10850, Malaysia. Fax: 604- 
6572 655 Email: secr@waba.po.my 


This joint statement emerged out of the combined efforts of the participating organisations of WABA & 
IPEN, in addressing the issue on the contamination of breastmilk and the environment. This collaboration 
seeks to understand the issue from both the environmental health and justice and breastfeeding 
perspectives, share experiences and develop communication Strategies to educate the general public, 
health workers, policy makers and the media. It is based on the recognition that breastfeeding promotion 
should take place alongside efforts to eliminate toxic chemicals from the environment. This statement 
went through a series of consultations via email discussions and at some key meetings. 

SY. : : : 

& \ promote and support breastfeeding. WABA acts on the Innocenti Declaration targets and works 
QC. in close liaison with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Website: <www.waba.org.br> 
WAWyy| Of <www.waba.org.my> 


The World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA) is a global people’s initiative to protect, 


The International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) is a global network of public interest 
IPEN non-governmental organizations united to work for the global elimination of persistent or- 
ganic pollutants on an expedited yet socially equitable basis. Website: <www.ipen.org> 
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POLITICAL STATEMENT OF THE NGO/CSO 


FORUM FOR FOOD SOVEREIGNTY 
8 - 13, June, 2002, Rome 


Food Sovereignty: A Right for All 


The Failure Since 1996 and the New Official Declaration 

The social movements, farmer, fisherfolk, pastoralists’, indigenous peoples’, 
environmentalist, women’s organizations, trade unions, and NGOs gathered here in 
Rome, express our collective disappointment in, and rejection of, the official Declaration 
of the World Food Summit: five years later. Far from analyzing and correcting the 
problems that have made it impossible to make progress over the past five years 
toward eliminating hunger, this new plan of action compounds the error of “more of 
the same failed medicine” with destructive prescriptions that will make the situation 
even worse. 


The 1996 Plan of Action has not failed because of a lack of political will and resources, 
but rather it has failed because it supports policies that lead to hunger, policies that 
support economic liberalization for the South and cultural homogeneity, which are 
backed by military force if the first wave of prescriptive actions fail. Only fundamentally 
different policies, which are based on the dignity and livelihoods of communities can 
end hunger. We affirm our belief that this is possible and urgently needed. 


Since 1996 governments and international institutions have presided over globalization 
and liberalization, intensifying the structural causes of hunger and malnutrition. These 
have forced markets open to dumping of agricultural products, privatization of basic 
social and economic support institutions, the privatization and commodification of 
communal and public land, water, fishing grounds and forests. Parallel to this, we 
witness the increasingly brutal repression of social movements resisting the New 
World Order. 


This political will has also opened the doors to the unbridled monopolization and 
concentration of resources and productive processes in the hands of a few giant 
corporations. The imposition of intensive, externally dependent models of production 
has destroyed the environments and livelihoods of our communities. Furthermore, it 
has created food insecurity and has put the focus on short-term productivity gains 
using harmful technologies such as GMOs. 


The results have been the displacements of peoples and massive migration, the loss 


of jobs that pay living wages, the destruction of the land and other resources that 
peoples depend on, an increase in polarization between rich and poor and within and 
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between North and South, a deepening of poverty around the world, and an increase 
of hunger in the vast majority of nations. 


There will be no progress toward the goal of eliminating hunger without a reversal “ 
these policies and trends, but the current declaration offers no hope of such a acer 
It emphasizes trade liberalization, the greatest force undermining livelihoods aroun 

the world, has diluted the concept of the human right to food, proposes more enhanced 
neoliberal structural adjustment in the guise of HIPC programs, recommends more 
emphasis on biotechnology and genetic engineering, and fails to support strengthening 
of production by the poor themselves for local markets or the radical redistribution of 
access to productive resources that is fundamental to real change for the better. On 
the basis of this plan of action, no amount of political will or resources will lead to a 


major reduction in hunger or the poverty that underlies it. 


Food Sovereignty: The Fundamental Approach 

In contrast to the proposed International Alliance Against Hunger, which is worse than 
“more of the same medicine”, we counter pose the unifying concept of Food Sovereignty 
as the umbrella under which we outline the actions and Strategies that are needed to 
truly end hunger. 


What is Food Sovereignty? Food Sovereignty is the RIGHT of peoples, communities, 
and countries to define their own agricultural, labor, fishing, food and land policies 
which are ecologically, socially, economically and culturally appropriate to their unique 
circumstances. It includes the true right to food and to produce food, which means 
that all people have the right to safe, nutritious and culturally appropriate food and to 
food-producing resources and the ability to sustain themselves and their societies. 


Food Sovereignty requires: 

- Placing priority on food Production for domestic and local markets, based on 
peasant and family farmer diversified and agroecologically based production 
systems 

- Ensuring fair prices for farmers, which means the power to protect internal markets 
from low-priced, dumped imports 

- Access to land, water, forests, fishing areas and other productive resources through 
genuine redistribution, not by market forces and World Bank Sponsored “market- 
assisted land reforms.” 

- Recognition and Promotion of women’s role in food Production and equitable access 
and control over productive resources 

- Community control over productive resources, as opposed to corporate ownership 
of land, water, and genetic and other resources 

- _ Protecting seeds, the basis of food and life itself, for the free exchange and use of 
farmers, which means no patents on life and a moratorium on the genetically 
modified crops which lead to the genetic pollution of essential genetic diversity of 
plants and animals. 

- Public investment in Support for the productive activities of families, and 
communities, geared toward empowerment, local control and Production of food 
for people and local markets. 
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Food Sovereignty means the primacy of people’s and community’s rights to food and 
food production, over trade concerns. This entails the support and promotion of local 
markets and producers over production for export and food imports. 


To achieve Food Sovereignty: 

- Wewill strengthen our social movements, and develop the organizations of farmers, 
women, indigenous peoples, workers, fisherfolk and the urban poor in each of our 
countries 

- We will advance regional and international solidarity and cooperation, and 
strengthen our common struggles 

- Wewill struggle to realize genuine agrarian and fisheries reform, rangeland and 
forestry reform, and achieve comprehensive and integral redistribution of productive 
resources in favor of the poor and the landless 

- Wewill fight for the strong guarantee of the rights of workers to organize, bargain 
collectively, have safe and dignified working conditions and living wages 

- Weill struggle for the equal access of women to productive resources and the 
end to patriarchal structures in agriculture and socio-economic and cultural aspects 
of food. 

- We will fight for the right of Indigenous peoples to their cultures, domain, and 
productive resources. 

- Wecall for an end to the neoliberal economic polices being imposed by the World 
Bank, WTO, the IMF and Northern countries and other multilateral and regional 
free trade agreements, such as the FTAA and NEPAD 

- We demand the removal of agriculture from the WTO 

- Wewill fight to stop genetic engineering and the patenting of life and demand an 
immediate ban of terminator and similar genetic use restriction technologies 

- Wedemand an end to the passing off of GMO food in food aid 

- We demand an immediate stop to the war on people and the land around the 
world and an end to the repression of peoples’ movements, as well as an immediate 
end to the illegal occupation of Palestine, the embargoes of Cuba and Iraq and 
the use of food as an instrument of blackmail 

- We demand support for the development and dissemination of agroecological 
systems of production 

- We call for a Convention on Food Sovereignty in order to enshrine the principles 
of Food Sovereignty in international law and institute food sovereignty as the 
principal policy framework for addressing food and agriculture. 


Finally, “one size fits all” policies like those emanting from the World Bank, WTO and 
IMF must be replaced with a vision of “one world with room for many worlds,’ where 
strength and human dignity are built through solidarity and respect for diversity, and 
all countries and peoples have the right to define their own policies. 


To that end, we resolve to build social awareness and our movements for the fight to 
defeat the WTO at Cancun in September of 2003. 


Statements & Declarations by PAN AP 


24 TOWARDS A TOXIC FREE WORLD - Peple’s Struggle and Visions for the Future 


ASIAN NGO/CSO DECLARATION 
THE WORLD FOOD SUMMIT-FIVE YEARS LATER 


(WFS-FYL) 
11-12 May 2002, Kathmandu, Nepal 


End World Hunger — 
Commit To Food Sovereignty! 


We, the 120 representatives of people’s movements, NGOs and CSOs representing 
13 countries in Asia met in Kathmandu from 11-12 May, 2002 to deliberate on solutions 
to world hunger. 


We conclude from our experiences, interventions, research and struggles that impact 
of the agenda of exploitative, profit-oriented agricultural development and food 
production on the lives of peasants, fisherfolk, women, indigenous peoples, agricultural 
and rural workers, landless labourers, urban poor, bonded labourers, forest dwellers, 
young people, children and consumers in Asia, has been devastating. This has been 
caused by the direct dictates of transnational corporations (TNCs) and big businesses 
through WTO, facilitated by international financial institutions (IFls) and multilateral 
development banks (MDBs) like the World Bank/IMF/ADB. 


These impacts are mainly manifested in loss of livelihood, land, water, forests and 
other resources, little or no access to food resulting in hunger, starvation and famine, 
the displacement of people, unemployment, forced migration, and increased 
vulnerability to exploitation and oppression. Corporate agriculture that continues to 
Promote hazardous technologies including pesticides and GMOs threaten health, food 
Safety and the environment. The dominance of corporate control is further entrenched 
by patents on lifeforms. In Short, we see the loss and intensive erosion of rights and 
dignity of people in Asia. 


This process has also affected our control over food production and consumption, our 
control over resources both at the community level and as nations. This loss of control 
and threats to food security has increased due to lack of political will and decreasing 
democratic space. 


The crucial promise of the 1996 World food Summit to halve poverty and hunger by 
the year 2015 has been declared impossible to achieve by the same institutions that 
adopted it. The programs and practices aimed at reducing hunger and malnutrition by 
the Bretton Woods institutions, international financial Organizations and 
intergovernmental agencies have failed miserably. This political inertia has instead 
aggravated food insecurity. 
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Peasants, workers, women, indigenous, fisherfolk and people’s movements who have 
mobilized and resisted in order to claim their rights have been repressed and terrorized 
by the state, transnational corporations and international institutions and agencies. 
The struggle for right to food, food security and sovereignty is intrinsically linked with 
the struggle for political empowerment and participatory democracy. 


This struggle must give special focus and emphasis to women’s empowerment. The 
invisibility of women in agriculture, non-recognition of women in food production and 
their exclusion and discrimination in decision making, has led to the erosion of their 
rights and their participation policies and programmes. 


Therefore in order to ensure our rights are protected and dignity restored and respected, 
we need to recognize food sovereignty as the basis and principle for food production 
and consumption including food and agricultural policies. In this context, agriculture 
must be taken out of the WTO. 


Food security and sovereignty is an integral and fundamental part of social justice 
and genuine national development. Priority must be given to policies and programmes 
that protect and support agriculture as a sustainable livelihood with agro-ecologically 
based food production systems. These systems should lead to elimination of agro- 
chemicals and a moratorium on Genetically-Modified Organisms (GMOs). 


In order to realize food sovereignty at all levels, there has to be global recognition and 
commitment by the adoption of an International Convention on Food Sovereignty. 


To ensure governments, and other national and international actors are transparent 
and accountable to protect the right to food and resources, especially genuine people- 
centered agrarian and fisheries reform and to realize food security, an international 
code of conduct on right to food and resources has to be adopted and implemented 
by governments, coordinated and monitored by FAO. 


The protection of our rights and the realization of our aspirations for food sovereignty 
and security can only be achieved through commitment, and coordinated struggle in 
Asia with international solidarity. 


a 


By the People’s, NGOs and civil society movements in 13 Asian countries from Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, Korea, Indonesia, India, Japan Nepal, Malaysia, Philippines, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, and Thailand. 
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NGOs/CSOs Statement vy 
in the Asian Regional Consultation ack 


26 


on the World Food Summit - Five Years Later 
Prince Palace Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand 
28-29 August 2001 


End Hunger! 
Fight for the Right to Live! 


We, the representatives of more than 80 NGOs/Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs) from 14 Asian countries are outraged that despite the abundance of food to 
feed the world, more than 800 million, with two-thirds found in Asia, still go hungry 
everyday. 

The programs and practices aimed at reducing hunger and malnutrition by the 
Bretton Woods Institutions, international financial groups and inter-governmental 
agencies have failed miserably and instead aggravated food insecurity. 

The crucial promise of the 1996 World Food Summit to halve poverty and hunger 
by the year 2015 has been declared impossible to achieve by the same institutions 
that adopted it. Albeit an important one, this “crucial” promise is still insufficient and 
unacceptable to the ‘other half’ i.e., the rest of the millions who go hungry everyday. 
According to FAO, only 8 million undernourished people were made healthier in the 
1990s — far below the 20 million annual average necessary to meet the target of the 
1996 World Food Summit. 

Food has been declared a basic human right by many international agreements 
such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Preamble of the FAO Consti- 
tution, the International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, among 
others. Yet, the right to food is continually denied. Worse, it is now considered more as 
an item for trade than for sustenance. 

After five years, we demand that national governments and international 
institutions accept the responsibilities and consequences of their failed “experiments” 
and make this acceptance known to the poor. 

Grassroots communities, including peasant farmers, landless agricuitural 
laborers, small fisherfolk, rural women, indigenous peoples and forest dwellers have 
right of access to productive resources, such as land, water, forests, seeds, genetic 
resources and indigenous knowledge. They should be given the freedom to determine 
their own means to meet their food needs. Moreover, they have the primary right to 
benefit foremost from the transformation of their resources done with their prior and 
informed consent. 

It is a paradox that peasants who produce food to feed the world are the ones 
Suffering most from hunger and malnutrition. Subsistence and sustainable agricul- 
tural systems, which for centuries have been the basis of their livelihood, are being 
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The globalization process, perpetuated by the G8 countries and institutionalized 
by the World Trade Organization (WTO), international financial institutions, such as 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and multilateral development banks, particularly 
the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, has primarily benefited a few 
transnational corporations (TNCs). These TNCs have gained a monopoly of our food 
genetic resources and agriculture and imposed the dumping of subsidized, unhealthy 
food and agricultural products and inputs, including chemical pesticides and fertilizers 
into our countries. This has created massive indebtedness, increased landlessness 
and displacement leading to rural out-migration, eroded our food sovereignty, worsened 
land and environmental degradation including the destruction of biodiversity, the 
biopiracy of indigenous knowledge, pesticide poisonings and unabated land 
conversions for non-agricultural purposes, mega-dams, mega projects and 
maldevelopment. It has further marginalized peasants particularly women and children. 

The WB/IMF model of market-oriented land reform subverts national governments 
to implement genuine agrarian reform by imposing debt bondage. It does not aim to 
distribute land to the landless but rather increases the concentration of land with the 
landed elite. The Asian Development Bank, through its privatization program, is even 
attempting to transfer peasants’ rights and access to water as a public resource to 
private corporations and large-scale producers. 

The rights of indigenous peoples are likewise on the verge of extinction with the 
uncertain recognition of their contributions to food security. There is a critical need to 
distinguish the contribution of indigenous peoples, local communities and farmers’ 
rights especially on their own seeds under the forthcoming International Undertaking 
of Plant Genetic Resources 

Peasants must be empowered to ensure the achievement of our goal of food for 
all. Food security can only be achieved if the world’s cultivating peasants themselves 
own the agricultural lands and have access to resources required for healthy and safe 
food production and sustainable livelihood with gender equity. 

In response to the Summit commitments, peasant movements and their partner 
NGOs/CSOs have also been working on their own initiatives towards ensuring food 
security. These include: 

* Policy advocacy and lobbying to sensitize and strengthen peasant movements, 
although there is still a need to strengthen these initiatives further. 

* Sustainable development programs to raise levels of self-sufficiency and self- 
reliance through increasing domestic production by establishing local-level seed 
and grain banks, conservation of biodiversity, formulation of village plans by the 
villagers, land, water and forest management, low-external input, sustainable 
agriculture, and utilization of local resources and local and indigenous knowledge 
systems. 

* Forging the political will to uphold the Right to Food through people’s participa- 
tion, supporting efforts towards democratization, gender equity and improving 
agricultural services, especially in the provision of support services and proper 
developmental management of food and emergency aid. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
We recommend that our governments: 
* Adopt an international code of conduct on the human right to adequate food to 
govern the activities of different actors including state parties and international 
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institutions to end malnutrition and hunger. 
Food aid should not be used as a political weapon. Governments should be ac- 


countable to guarantee the right to food of vulnerable populations including dis- 

placed persons, victims of disasters and internal conflicts, as well as refugees. 

Review the implementation of land reform programs including violations thereof 

and formulate and implement genuine agrarian reform founded on progressive land 

legislation, which ensures equitable access to resources, sustainable agriculture 
and gender equity. “" 

e Ensure policies and programs that enable communities to own and manage pro- 
ductive resources and disallow mega development projects, which displace popu- 
lations and peoples, destroy the environment, livelinoods, and indigenous cultures. 

¢ Formulate effective strategies to combat the threats to food security and prevent 
the shift of the control of agriculture from producers to market forces. 

¢ Reject the policies and practices of Bretton Woods Institutions, especially the con- 
ditionalities attached to debt relief, credits and other financial assistance. 

e Rescind the WTO Agreement on Agriculture, Trade Related Agreements on Intel- 
lectual Properties (TRIPS), Sanitary Phyto-sanitary Measures (SPS). 

* Oppose the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and the revived Mul- 
tilateral Framework of Investments in the WTO. 

¢ “Deglobalize” and focus on strengthening [the] domestic economy and optimal use 
of local resources for local communities. 

e Remove the burden of usurious debt affecting peasants particularly loans linked to 
the promotion of chemical-based agriculture. 

* Create a public body or forum to review government expenditures and restructur- 

ing in favor of peasants and rural economies. 


We recommend that the FAO and intergovernmental organizations: 

¢ Adopt a World Convention on Food Sovereignty and Trade whose principles in- 
clude the right of peasants and people to ensure their food and agricultural policies, 
food self sufficiency, control and access to land and resources, gender equity, fair 
prices and fair trade as well as sustainable agriculture. 

¢ Support measures that restore food sovereignty to peasants where the people 
themselves can have control over the productive resources and make decisions on 
matters regarding their food security and discourage the establishment of corpo- 
rate farms and big commercial fishing corporations. 

* Recognize and operationalize farmers’ rights in the International Undertaking of 
Plant Genetic Resources and install mechanisms to ensure that farmers primarily 
benefit from their traditional knowledge and contributions and resources. 

¢ Assess the environmental, social and economic impacts of Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs) on Food Security with the full and informed participation of 
NGOs/CSOs and prior and democratic consent of people in Southern countries 
and meanwhile call for a moratorium on all field-testing, commercialization and 
trade of GMOs in food and agriculture. 


As NGOs and CSOs, we commit to: 


° Make the right to food and food security as central to national and regional agenda 
without forgetting that this is a principal issue of peasants. 
* Forge stronger alliance against anti-poor/peasant policies and put pressure against 
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these entities including Transnational Corporations, World Bank, IMF, ADB and 
the WTO. | 

¢ Accelerate the process and implementation of genuine agrarian reform and other 
forms of resource rights entitlements for peasants to have control over their way 
of life and for nations to strengthen its sovereign capacity to produce its own food. 

¢ Adopta rights-based instead of the welfare approach to development work where 
entitlements for peasants are demanded on the basis of their rights and account- 
ability of governments and other institutions are required because it is their duty 
to protect and uphold the rights of peasants. 

¢ Continue the work of empowerment of the grassroots by raising their conscious- 
ness of their ability to secure food for themselves and their community and to 
preserve the community-based alternative livelinood systems that save them during 
times of emergencies. In addition, create awareness and understanding on the 
impacts of the globalization processes. 

¢ Identify, document and publicize self-reliant, self sufficient, sustainable produc- 
tion and consumption practices, programs and initiatives. 

° Work towards ensuring food security and promote partnerships and linkages be- 
tween urban and rural poor. 

¢ Conscienticize the general public about everyone’s role in perpetuating an unjust 

and unequal social economic system through our consumption practices. 

Our Calls today are: 

Assert that all people have the, right to safe and healthy food. 

Implement Land to the Tillers. 

Adopt and celebrate a World Peasants’ Day. 

Oppose biopatenting and biopiracy. 

Demand End World Hunger. Take WTO out of Agriculture. 


NGOs/CSOs Represented in the Consultation; 

REGIONAL FOCAL POINTS Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development (ANGOC), Institute for Motivating Self-Employment (IMSE), Pes- 
ticide Action Network-Asia-Pacific (PAN-AP), BANGLADESH Shikkha Shastha 
Unnayan Karzakram (SHISUK), Policy Research for Development Alternative 
(UBINIG), Unity for Programmed Action in Coastal Lands (UPACOL), CAMBODIA 
Cambodian NGO Alliance for Cooperation (CNAC), HEKS Cambodia, CHINA China 
Association for NGO Cooperation (CANGO), INDIA Asian Institute for Rural Develop- 
ment (AIRD), Association of Voluntary Agencies in Rural Development (AVARD), Centre 
for Agrarian Research and Education (CARTE), Church’s Auxiliary for Social Action 
(CASA), Forum of Voluntary Organizations West Bengal, Gandhi Peace Foundation 
(GPF), Indian Association for the Advancement of Science (IAAS), National Alliance 
of People’s Movement (NAPM), South Asia Rural Reconstruction Association (SARRA), 
Vikas Adhyan Kendra (VAK), Voluntary Action Network India (VANI), INDONESIA 
Lembaga Alam Tropika Indonesia (LATIN), Kongres Wanita Indonesia (KOWANI), PAN- 
indonesia, Sekreatariat Petani Sumatera Utara (SPSU), Serikat Petani Jawa Tengah 
(SPJT), Yayasan Bina Swadaya, JAPAN Ja-Zenchu, SOUTH KOREA National Agri- 
cultural Cooperative Federation, MALAYSIA Consumers International Regional Of- 
fice for Asia and the Pacific (CIROAP), South East Asian Council for Food Security 
and Fair Trade (SEACON), Education and Research Association for Consumers (ERA 
Consumer), NEPAL Action Aid Nepal, All Nepal Peasants’ Association (ANPA), Com- 
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nd Development Society (CWDS), National Cooperative Federation 
a Ay atg NGO Riaction of Nepal (NFN), Rural Reconstruction Network 
(RRN), PAKISTAN Peasant Development Programme, Rural Development Founda- 
tion of Pakistan (RDF), South Asia Partnership Pakistan (SAP-PK), PHILIPPINES 
Alternate Forum for Research in Mindanao (AFRIM), Asian Partnership for the Devel- 
opment of Human Resources in Rural Areas (AsiaDHRRA), Center Agrarian Reform 
and Rural Development (CARRD), Pambansang Kilusan ng mga Samahang 
Magsasaka (PAKISAMA), Philippine Association for Intercultural Development (PAFID), 
Philippine Partnership for the Development of Human Resources in Rural Areas, Phil- 
ippine Rural Reconstruction Movement (PRRM), Project Development Institute (PDI), 
Southeast Asia Regional Institute for Community Education (SEARICE), Farmer-—Sci- 
entist Partnership for Development, Inc. (MASIPAG), Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
(KMP), South East Asia Rural Social Leadership Institute (SEARSOLIN), Southeast 
Asian Ministers of Education Organization Regional Center for Graduate Study and 
Research in Agriculture (SEAMEO-SEARCA), University of the Philippines- Depart- 
ment of Soil Science, SRI LANKA All Lanka Peasants Front (ALPF), Lanka Jathika 
Sarvodaya Shramadana Sangamaya (SARVODAYA), Movement for National Land 
and Agricultural Reform (MONLAR), National NGO Council of Sri Lanka (NNGOC), 
THAILAND Action Aid Asia, Alternative Agriculture Network, Asian Resource Foun- 
dation, Assembly of the Poor, CARE Regional Management Office-Asia, Asia Part- 
nership for Human Development (APHD), Focus on the Global South (FOCUS), Insti- 
tute for a Sustainable Agriculture Community, Northeast Alternative Network, South- 
ern Alternative Agriculture Network, Sustainable Agriculture Foundation, Rural Re- 
construction Alumni and Friends Association (RRAFA), VIETNAM Action Aid Viet- 
nam, Rural Development Services Center (RDSC) 


This statement from the Asian Regional Consultation of NGOs/CSOs on the 
World Food Summit-Five Years Later is the collective call of more than 80 NGOs from 
14 countries namely, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam. The consul- 
tation was organized by the Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian Reform and Rural De- 
velopment (ANGOC) a regional NGO network, Pesticide Action Network in Asia-Pa- 
cific (PAN-AP) of Malaysia and the Institute for Motivating Self-Employment (IMSE) of 
India with the Food and Agriculture Organization Regional Office for Asia-Pacific (FAO- 
RAP) last 28-29 August 2001 in Bangkok, Thailand. 


7 “ yy 
The term “Peasants” henceforth refers to peasant farmers, fisherfolk, landless agri- 


cultural laborers, rural women, indigenous peoples, forest dwellers and subsis- 
tence farmers. 


Land to the Tillers also include the right of peasant women to own land. 
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STATEMENT FROM THE PEASANT MEETING 
26 — 27 August 2001, Bangkok, Thailand 


Peasants Demand: 
“End Global Hunger! 
WTO Out of Agriculture!” 


We are peasants from 20 peasant organizations and Via Campesina, 
from 4 Southeast Asian countries—Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and the 
Philippines—who have gathered in Bangkok, and talked about the impact of 
globalization on our lives as small farmers. We are having the same problems 
among us such as intensifying landlessness, Genetic Modified Organisms 
(GMO), Patenting on life forms, dumping, low prices of the agricultural prod- 
ucts, withdrawal of protection, the monoculture system, peasant rights viola- 
tions etc. 

We realize that the common problems that we have are spawned by 
neo-liberal globalization, which further worsens global hunger. It has devas- 
tated the livelihoods of millions of peasants, and woman peasants, as a result 
of policies most particularly of agricultural trade and financial liberalization, 
deregulation and privatization. 

This peasant meeting is among the series of activities to bring peasants 
position on WFS+5 in Rome and the fourth Ministerial meeting of the WTO in 
Qatar. 

The World Trade Organization is mainly to blame for this catastrophe as 
its policies promote the business interests of transnational corporations. It 
has opened agricultural markets to the importation of apparently cheap, but 
unhealthy food. But this is resulting in the dependency and domination by 
food and agrichemical TNCs, resulting in the displacement of domestic food 
and agricultural sectors. 

The negative impacts of the Agreement on Agriculture has drawn im- 
ports of cheap products, more production for export, intensifying monopoly 
control, increasing landlessness, increasing unemployment, increasing pOv- 
erty and eroding food sovereignty. 

Under the stewardship of the governments of the G8 countries, the glo- 
balization process has only benefited transnational corporations and the elites 
of our countries who have been increasingly taking control of the natur 
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sources and land from the toiling peasant. Agriculture is increasingly being 
corporatized resulting in greater promotion of monopoly control of our food 
production and distribution. | 

The alternative solution that we would like to call for is food sovereignty. 
Food sovereignty is the right of a people and its nation to define their own 
agricultural and food policy, which take precedence over any macro economic 
policies. It is the right of each nation to maintain and develop its capacity to 
produce its basic food for a balanced diet, respecting cultural and productive 
diversity. AS a conclusion we resolve our demands to “End Global Hunger! 
WTO Out of Agriculture!”. 

The Peasant Meeting participants: 

Via Campesina, Federation of Indonesian Peasant Union (FSPI), Aceh 
Peasant Union (PERMATA), North Sumatera Peasant Union (SPSU), South 
Sumatera Peasant Union (SPSS), Jambi Peasant Union (PERTAJAM), 
Lampung Peasant Union (SPL), West Java Peasant Union (SPJB), Pasundan 
Peasant Union (SPP), Central Java Peasant Union (SPJP), East Java Peas- 
ant Union (SP Jatim), Malaysian Farmers sponsored by the Education and 
Research Association for Consumer (ERA Consumer), Kilusang Magbubukid 
ng Pilipinas (KMP), Assembly of the Poor, Northern Farmer Alliance, Federa- 
tion of Northern Peasant, Alternative Agriculture Network (AAN), Community 
Forest Network, Slump Network in Four Regions, and Assembly of Moon River 
Watershed. 


The above Press Release Statement was organized at the PEASANTS 
MEETING, 26 — 27 August, which took place in conjunction with the NGO 
Consultation on the World Food Summit after 5 years, which is also taking 
place in Bangkok, between August 28 - 29", 2001. 


Statements & Declarations by PAN AP 


TOWARDS A TOXIC FREE WORLD - Peple’s Struggle and Visions for the Future 


EN STATEMENT OF THE 
STRATEGY WORKSHOP 
WORLD 24 - 26 July, 2001, Penang, Malaysia 


HUNGER! The World Food Summit 
Anion +5 and WTO Qatar 
Ministerial Meeting 


The World Food Summit plus 5 will meet in Rome in November this year to 
assess the commitments of governments to halve world hunger by 2015. But the 
world is nowhere near that target; in fact global hunger has become worse. 

Globalisation is the reason for the worsening of global hunger. It has devastated 
the livelihoods and lives of millions of peasants, agricultural and other rural workers, 
indigenous peoples and Dalits, fisherfolk, small farmers and particularly rural women 
and children as a result of policies of trade and financial liberalization, deregulation 
and privatization. 

The World Trade Organization is mainly to blame for this catastrophe as its poli- 
cies promote the business interests of transnational corporations. It has opened agri- 
cultural markets to the importation of apparently cheap, but unhealthy food. But this is 
resulting in the dependency and domination by food and agrichemical TNCs resulting 
in the displacement of domestic food and agricultural sectors. 

Such dumping of cheap, subsidized food and agricultural products have led to 
massive bankruptcy especially for the small peasant farmers, fisherfolk and indig- 
enous peoples, besides threatening the health of poor consumers. This has led to the 
acceleration of massive landlessness, indebtedness, destitution and migration, be- 
sides the increase in displacement, trafficking and violence against women. 

Under the stewardship of the governments of the G8 countries, the globalisation 
process has only benefited Transnational Corporations and the elites of our countries 
who have been increasingly taking control of the natural resources and land from the 
toiling peasants. Agriculture is increasingly being corporatised resulting in greater 
destruction to the environment, to the health of peasants and consumers. This also 
promotes monopoly control of our food production and distribution. 

It is opportune that the 4th Ministerial meeting of the WTO will be held in Doha, 
Qatar immediately after the WFS+5. We, 28 representatives from peasants 
organisations, CSOs and NGOs from Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Japan, Korea, Chile, Nicaragua and Spain meeting In 
Penang, Malaysia on 24-26 July 2001 at a strategy meeting organized by PAN-AP, 
IBON Foundation and La Via Campesina resolve to join hands with fellow peasants 
and activists from all over the world to raise the demands “End global hunger! WTO 
out of agriculture!” at the WFS+5 and at Doha. 
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Food Summit +5 must take cognizance of the role of the WTO and 
the ier J: oe ald in the globalisation of hunger and poverty. On the other 
hand, the World Leaders meeting in Doha must take cognizance of the urgent —. 
of hunger and agricultural crisis taken up in Rome and accept that the WTO’s policies 
be where nen our demands “End global hunger! WTO out of agriculture!” in 
all the preliminary meetings and activities, especially the meetings, demonstrations, 
caravans and no-food festivals to observe World Food Day on 16 October 2001. We 
will make this demand reverberate during the World Food Summit +5 and throughout 
the world mainly through demonstrations in Rome on the 4" and 9" of November and 
simultaneous with mass actions in each of our countries. 

We call on our governments as they prepare for the WFS+5 to take steps to call 
for a World Convention on Food Sovereignty and Trade. In the light of increasing glo- 
bal hunger, sufficient healthy food for all can only be assured through food sover- 
eignty where everyone, especially the peasants and other small farmers, shall have 
control over resources for sustainable agriculture as the foundation for food self-suffi- 
ciency in each of our countries. Such convention shall negotiate a new treaty that 
shall subsume food and agriculture trade to the realization of food sovereignty for all, 
and rescind all WTO agreements related to agriculture. 

Participants: 

Mr. Badrul Alam, Bangladesh Kishok Federation, Bangladesh 

Mr. Biplab Halim, IMSE, India 

Ms. Fatima Burnad, SRED, India 

Ms. Wilda Sri Yulieni Tarigan, NSPU/La Via Campesina, Indonesia 

Mr. M. Yunus Nasution, NSPU/La Via Campesina, Indonesia 

Mr. Henry Saragih, FSPI/La Via Campesina, Indonesia 

Ms. Irma Yanny, FSPI-Via Campesina, Indonesia 

Mr. Yulian Junaidi, SPSS/FSPI-La Via Campesina, Indonesia 

Mr. Agus Gunawan Wigisono, LPTP c/o Gita Pertiwi, Indonesia 

Ms. Mika Iba, NESSFE, Japan 

Ms. Kim Jai Ok, CACPK, Korea 

Mr. Prem Prasad Dangal, ANPA, Nepal 

Mr. Rafael Mariano, KMP Philippines 

Mr. Gilbert Sape, IBON, Philippines 

Mr. Tony Tujan Jr., IBON, Philippines 

Ms. Ravadee Prasertcharoensuk, RRAFA, Thailand 

Ms. Walaiporn Od-ompanich, RRAFA, Thailand 

Mr. Phromthong Somkhuan, Friends of the Poor, Thailand 

Mr. Thammaping Singchai, Northen Farmer Federation c/o RRAFA, Thailand 

Mr. Veerapon Sopa, Assembly of the Poor c/o FOP, Thailand 

Ms. Sarojeni V Rengam, PAN AP, Malaysia 

Ms. Jennifer Mourin, PAN AP, Malaysia 

Mr. Shariffudeen Farouk, PAN AP, Malaysia 

Mr. Yeoh Jit Kooi, PAN AP, Malaysia 

Mr. Jumat Majid, PAN AP, Malaysia 

Mr. Fausto Torres, La Via Campesina, Nicaragua 

Mr. Rigoberto Turra Paredes, La Via Campesina, Chile 

Mr. Xose Manuel Puga Gonzalez, La Via Campesina, Spain 
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THE DAKAR DECLARATION 
18-21 May 2000, Dakar, Senegal 


Pesticide Action Network 
5th International Conference 


We, 120 participants from 40 countries, representing farmers, workers, agricultural 
trade unions, women, scientists, and health, environmental, consumer and development 
activists belonging to the international Pesticide Action Network (PAN) and its partner 
organizations, have gathered in Dakar, Senegal for the Fifth International PAN 
Conference from 18-21 May 2000. 


We view with grave concern the developments that threaten the people's food security, 
health, and livelihood and the environment all over the world. Pesticide use continues 
to wreak havoc on people’s health and well being, and on the environment. At the 
same time, transnational corporations are developing and marketing genetically 
engineered organisms and food that threaten the environment, biodiversity and people’s 
health, jobs and livelihoods. This technology will consolidate corporate control over 
agriculture and food production, increase pesticide use and undermine farmer control 
over seeds and technology. 


The process of globalization promotes the corporate agenda for profit. This is 
undermining local food production and increasing the practice of food dumping, 
especially on poor countries, the sale of unnecessary and dan&erous agricultural 
inputs, the concentration of monopoly corporations in agrochemical, food and seed 
industries, the development of genetic engineering and the corporatization of 
agriculture. 


We are deeply concerned with the resultant loss of access and self-sufficiency in 
food, loss of local and indigenous knowledge and seeds, displacement of farming and 
fishing livelihood, break-up of rural communities, increased indebtedness for farmers, 
forced migration of people, greater misery for women, hunger and malnutrition, 
especially for rural populations, land concentration and marginalization of sustainable 
agriculture. 


mination of genetic 


We commit ourselves to fight for the elimination of pesticides, the ter ene 
orate globalization 


engineering of organisms in food and agriculture, the end of corp 
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and the realization of food sovereignty and sustainable agriculture worldwide. 


We will: 


1 


Advance sustainable agriculture as a holistic, scientific approach and a 
movement for social transformation that integrates local and indigenous 
knowledge, participatory research, empowerment of women, farmer control 
over land, water, seeds and forests, protection of workers’ rights and of rural 
communities, appropriate technology, biodiversity conservation, access to and 
equitable distribution of food, equitable sharing of benefits and food 
self-sufficiency respecting ecological integrity. 


Contribute actively in the generation, innovation and promotion of ecological 
alternatives to pesticide use, especially organic agriculture. 


Continue to fight for local, national, and international agreements to restrict, 
reduce and eliminate pesticide dependence and to phase out and ban synthetic 
chemical pesticides, especially those that cause acute, chronic and endocrine 
disrupting effects. 


Campaign to stop the development and use of genetically modified organisms 
in food and agriculture through national, sub-regional and international 
coordinated actions. 


Launch and join campaigns against globalization of agriculture, and the 
international institutions and instruments that promote it, like transnational 
corporations, the International Monetary Fund, multi-lateral development 
banks, structural adjustment programs and the World Trade Organization 
Agreement on Agriculture and TradeRelated Intellectual Property Rights. 


Increase protests against injustices perpetrated by agrochemical, food and 
fiber transnational corporations and campaign for corporate and government 
accountability. 


PAN will achieve this by: 


1 


Developing participatory research and monitoring, resource base building, 
education and mobilization, and advocacy work in order to strengthen 
grassroots and national capacity. 


Developing nationwide, regional and international networks and alliances and 


Strengthening grassroots peasants and women’s movements as their 
foundation. 


Launching coordinated campaigns with: farmers, waged agricultural workers, 
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food industry workers and environmentalists; womens, human rights and 
consumer movements; and many others. 


4 Influencing, through coordinated actions and activities, the policies and 
practices of governments, inter-governmental organizations, and other 
institutions at national, regional and global levels. 


We, the participants of the Sth PAN International Conference, challenge the paradigm 
that the world can only be fed with pesticides and genetic engineering, we demand 
that our collective voice be heard and we commit ourselves to realize our goal to feed 
the world without poisons through sustainable agricultural practices, controlled and 
managed by communities. 


Dakar, Senegal 21 May 2000 
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STATEMENT 


13-30" November, 2000 


People’s Caravan 2000 — 
“Citizens on the Move 
for Land and Food 
Without Poisons!” 


We, the undersigned, view with great concern the developments—driven by 
globalisation, facilitated by international trade and investment mechanisms like the 
WTO, IMF and WB—that threaten our food security, health and safety, our culture, 
livelihoods, biodiversity, the environment and exploit the resources of poor nations. 

Transnational corporations (TNCs) are driving and benefiting from globalisation. 
The top agrochemical companies are building strategic, dominant monopolies in the 
agrochemical, seed, and food industries. This will push the sales of unnecessary and 
dangerous agricultural inputs, undermine local food production, and increase ‘food 
dumping’, particularly in poorer countries. 

With the increasing industrialization of agriculture and the focus on export-crop 
production, more pesticides are used perpetuating the poisoning of our farmers, agri- 
cultural workers and consumers; contaminating our foods; and polluting our land, air 
and water. 

TNCs are developing and marketing genetically engineered organisms, seeds 
and food, presenting new threats to people’s health, biodiversity, the environment, 
and livelihoods. This technology, underpinned by misleading and unethical marketing 
practices, will consolidate corporate control over agriculture and food production. 
Genetic engineering technologies and attendant patent laws will prevent seed sav- 
ing—crucial for the food security of communities. The advent of genetically engineered 
rice is a serious threat to regional food security. 

Land is the source of livelihood, survival, food security and culture. Large-scale 
and unscrupulous landowners and TNCs, facilitated by governmental support of trade 
liberalization policies, produce for export or divert land from food production—intensi- 
fying landgrabbing and the massive displacement of millions of small farmers, peas- 
ants and their families from their lands. 

We are deeply concerned at the resultant loss of self-sufficiency in food: local 
and indigenous knowledge systems, seeds and biodiversity; displacement of farming 
and fishing livelihoods; demise of rural communities; increased indebtedness and 
militarization; forced human migration; greater misery for women; hunger and malinu- 
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trition; growing landlessness and land concentration; and the marginalization of sus- 
tainable agriculture. 
To ensure our call for land and food without poisons, for the immediate, we de- 
mand: 
1. Genuine agrarian reform that provides land to landless small farmers and 
peasants—women and men who work the land and for those who have been 
previously dispossessed—with sufficient support for sustainable rural livelihoods, 
economies and futures independent of TNC control. Genuine agrarian reform is 
the foundation of food security, land and food without poisons and social justice. 


2. The restriction, reduction and elimination of pesticide dependence, and the 
phase out and ban of synthetic chemical pesticides that cause acute, chronic 
and endocrine disrupting effects. 


3. The cessation of corporate and government harassment of anti-pesticide 
activists and the indemnification of victims of pesticide poisoning. 


4. As consumers and producers, a total ban on the release, use, and trade of 
genetically modified seeds and organisms in food and agriculture. We espe- 
cially protest and reject the development of genetically engineered rice! 


5. Corporate and government accountability and an end to injustices perpetu- 
ated by agrochemical and food transnational corporations. 
We commit ourselves to strive for land and food without poisons! 


The Caravan was organised by PAN AP; Society for Rural Education and Devel- 
opment (SRED) and Tamil Nadu Women’s Forum (TNWF), India; UBINIG (Policy Re- 
search Centre for Development Alternatives) and Nayakrishi Andolon (New Agricul- 
ture Movement), Bangladesh; and Kilusang Magbubukid Ng Pilipinas (KMP — Peas- 
ant Movement of the Philippines); in collaboration with SHISUK, Bangladesh; CIKS 
and PREPARE, India; Gita Pertiwi, Indonesia; NESSFE Japan; CACPK, Korea; and 
Food First, U.S.A. 
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PENANG DECLARATION FROM REGIONAL 
WORKSHOP ON GENETIC ENGINEERING 


30 March - 1 April, 2000, Penang, Malaysia 


Citizens Protecting Health and 
the Environment 


We, the signatories to this Penang Declaration call for an immediate halt to all the field 
trials of GE crops in Asia and the Pacific countries. Currently, GE trials are being 
conducted in Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, Australia, India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Korea and Japan. All these trials are being managed by multinational 
companies in collaboration with international research centres (e.g. CGIAR, IRRI) 
and their respective governments. 


We declare that Genetic Engineering has no place in food and farming because of the 
threat it poses to food security, food safety, human and animal health, biodiversity, soil 
fertility, water, contamination of seeds, genetic pollution and indigenous people’s, 
farmer’s and consumer's rights. 


The use of GE crops will exacerbate the crisis emanating from intensive agricultural 
practices, which have already destroyed the viability of the land and the farms. The 
introduction of GE crops will intensify landlessness, indebtedness, and poverty and is 
likely to lead to more and more farmers committing suicide. 


We further State that the patenting of seeds, genes and lifeforms is unethical and a 
violation of the fundamental rights of people and communities. 


We affirm sustainable and ecologically sound community based farming to be the 
answer to the food security problem. It is imperative to protect, preserve and conserve 
traditional seeds, landraces and diversified farming practices. Such food production 


methods will meet the nutritional and livelihood security of the society and future 
generations. 


We commit ourselves to pursue and uphold the principles and demands of this 
declaration until these objectives are achieved. 
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This declaration was unanimously agreed upon and signed by the participants 
of Citizens Protecting Health and the Environment - Regional Workshop on 
Genetic Engineering, 30 March --1 April 2000, Penang, Malaysia. 


April 2000 

Signed by 

fh Mr. Dick Copeman, Consumer Food Network, Australia 

2. Mr. Shamsul Haque, U B | N IG, Bangladesh 

3. Mr. Afsar Ali Miah, Nayakrishi Andolon, c/o U BI N 1G, Bangladesh 

4. Mr. Etienne Vernet, Ecoropa, France 

5: Mr. Devinder Sharma, Forum On Biotechnology And Food Security, India 

6. Mr. Erwin Adriawan, c/o Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Indonesia 

BR Ms. Llyani A. Sudardjat, Yayasan Lembaga Konsumen, Indonesia 

8. Ms. Mika Iba, NESSFE, Japan 

9. Hiroko Kamibayashi, Japan Seed Fund, c/o NESSFE, Japan 

10. Ms Kim Ae-Kyung, CACPK, Korea 

11. Ms. Leern Deock Kyou, Korea Women Farmers Association, Korea 

12. Katherine. Anne Francis, Era Consumer, Malaysia 

13. Ms Lim Li Lin, Third World Network, Malaysia 

14. Mr. Manny Calonzo, Consumer International, Regional Office Asia and the 
Pacific, Malaysia 

Te: Mr. Selvaraja, Consumer International, Regional Office Asia and the Pacific, 
Malaysia 


16. Mr. Devlin Kuyek (PAN AP Consultant), c/o PAN AP, Malaysia, 

Ve. Mr. Rafael Mariano, Kilusang Magbubukid Ng Pilipinas (Peasant Movement 
Of The Philippines), Philippines 

18. Dr. Romeo F. Quijano, Pesticide Action Network, Philippines 

19. Mr. Francis Morales, METSA/MASIPAG/ NESCO/DH-Germany 

20. Ms. Abigail C. Verdillo, MASIPAG/Farrner-Scientist Partnership for 
Development, Philippines 


21. Ms. Neth Dano, South East Asia Regional Institute for Community Education 
(SEARICE), Philippines 
ae, Ms. Cecille Diono, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Desk, Social Action 


Center, Philippines 
23. Rev. Fr. Osias Ibarreta, Jr c/o NASSA, Catholic Bishops Conference of the 


Philippines 
24. Mr. Tariq Javed, Caritas Pakistan 
25. Mr. Thaweerak Thongkongyao, Catholic Council of Thailand for Development 


(CCTD) , 
26. Fr. Redemptus Hardaputranta, World Food Day Farmers and Fisherfolks 


Movement, Thailand 

if Dr Ricarda A. Steinbrecher PhD., Econexus & Women’s Environmental 
Network, United Kingdom 

28. Sarojeni V Rengam, PAN AP, Malaysia 

29. Jennifer Mourin, PAN AP, Malaysia 
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DIGOS DECLARATION 
14, November ,1999, Digos, Philippines 


International Alliance 
Against The Agrochemical TNCs 


We, people from eleven countries representing 39 organisations have gathered at 
Digos, the Philippines to confront the Agrochemical Industry for the suffering it causes 
to the people and the destruction it wreaks on the environment. 


Agrochemicals, as tools of the Green Revolution, have violently transformed agriculture 
over the last decades. Every year pesticides poison over 20 million people, and 
peasants are particularly affected. Ninety-nine per cent of deaths from pesticides 
occur in the Third World, even though it accounts for only 20 per cent of global pesticide 
production. Furthermore, while agrochemicals were and continue to be promoted as 
elements of agriculture development, they actually intensified feudal and imperialist 
domination and exploitation in the countryside. The Industry’s introduction of new 
technologies, like genetic engineering, will bring even greater oppression and inequality. 


The agrochemical industry is embroiled in the general trend towards monopoly 
domination of the global economy. The onset of neo-liberalism and the global economic 
Crisis has intensified competition between the pesticide companies and only the biggest 
companies, able to expand through numerous mergers and acquisitions, are able to 
Survive. Today a handful of giant transnational corporations (TNCs) dominate the 
agrochemical industry and exert enormous influence within the political arena. Through 
biotechnology and the patenting of life, these companies are integrating their pesticide 
activities with the production of seeds, food and pharmaceuticals in order to expand 
corporate control over agriculture to new dimensions. 


The profits of the agrochemical industry are built on the process of imperialist 
globalisation, which pushes agricultural economies deeper in their dependent roles of 
subservience to the needs of the transnational corporations. Imperialist globalisaton, 
through the WTO and other multilateral agreements and global institutions, encou rages 
chemical intensive export-oriented agriculture and opens the markets of the South to 
the intrusion of agrochemical monopolies, desperate to expand sales outside of the 
saturated Northern markets. In the process, farmers are condemned to ever worsening 
poverty and underdevelopment. The commodification of life through the patent system 


institutionalised by the WTO TRIPs regime violates our fundamental rights and the 
sanctity of life. 
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The toxic products of the agrochemical TNCs have brought massive contamination to 
our environment. Land, water, air, wildlife and all sacred members of the earth’s ecology 
are devastated by the widespread use of the industry’s chemicals. The new technologies 
of the agrochemical industry, such as genetically engineered crops, threaten to unleash 
irreversible damage on the planet. 


Agrochemicals have caused suffering and death for many of our brothers and sisters. 
The severe impact of agrochemicals to the health of people surround all of us. Adverse 
effects, ranging from physical to mental disabilities, are common in the farming 
communities. Women are special targets of the agrochemical technology, due to their 
existence in patriarchal and capitalistic framework. The reach of the technology even 
extends to generations unborn, through the abnormalities inflicted on the reproductive 
systems of men and women. 


The industry enforces its agenda despite the rampant damage that agrochemicals 
have caused to our health and the environment. It succeeds through alliances with 
policy-makers and influential institutions and through the deployment of corporate 
reductionist science. The agrochemical TNCs put profits ahead of people in their 
insistence that communities have no right to take precautions against agrochemicals 
unless science provides conclusive evidence. They forget that absence of evidence is 
not evidence of absence. People bear the risk and people must decide what they will 
or will not allow into their communities. 


People all over the world are resisting the agrochemical TNCs. Direct actions taken 
include burning and uprooting of genetically engineered crops, occupation of seed 
breeding and storage facilities, symbolic padlocking of companies and other strikes. 
Other forms of resistance include the revitalisation of alternative and natural farming, 
the use of indigenous knowledge, the struggle for genuine land reform and the 
movement against globalisation. 


To advance this on-going struggle against this violent corporate take-over of agriculture, 
we announce and unite behind the following: 


We bind ourselves together in resolving issues relating to the effects of agrochemicals 
on people’s health and environment. From this gathering, we also understand that the 
issue of agrochemicals and genetically engineered products is an integral part of the 
whole people’s struggle against widespread poverty, landlessness, and other forms 
of social injustice. We believe that in strengthening our people’s movement is the 
decisive factor in emancipating ourselves from the bondage of exploitation and 
oppression by the TNCs. 


We actively support the people’s struggle, particularly the basic sector of our society. 
We declare unity with the peasants’ struggle for genuine land reform, nationalist 


industralisation and farmer rights, including land, water, seeds, organised movement 
and fair prices against the TNC’s monopoly of the whole agriculture systems. 
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We commit ourselves in supporting the workers struggle for a just and humane living 
condition and security of food and life, free from TNCs exploitation and oppression 


through their control of the wnole economic system. 


We commit ourselves with women’s struggle against all forms of patriarchy and fora 
society free from environmental destruction brought about by the TNCs production of 
hazardous agrochemicals and production of genetically engineered foods. 


We declare our full support in strengthening the organisation of indigenous people’s 
in their struggle for self-determination in order to protect themselves against a society 
system that dislocates them and threatens their peaceful living conditions due to the 
adverse effects of TNCs-manufactured products. 


We call on the basic sectors to continue in deepening the awareness ahd understanding 
of the threats and hazards of TNC products and to utilise this knowledge or information 
as a guide in our continuous efforts in arousing, organising, and mobilising 
constituencies to dismantle the TNCs control and monopoly. 


We will continually struggle against governmental policies and provisions that enable 
TNCs to monopolise and control the socio-economic and political structures of societies 
across nations of the world. 


We will build international alliances and strengthen our people’s solidarity against 
TNCs and any other forms of exploitation and oppression. 


We will intensify the promotion of sustainable agriculture through continued research 
and development of alternative technologies, through participatory and gender sensitive 
processes. 


We will continually sustain partnership between academic scientists and farmers to 
bring about full utilisation and development of sustainable agricultural technologies, 
independent of chemical and agrochemical use and genetic engineering. 


We will protect and Strengthen initiatives in the development of our seed resources 
through farmer-led genetic resource improvement, conservation and propagation. 


We are against patenting of all life forms and demand our governments to remove all 
such provisions in the TRIPs agreement. 


We will intensify farmer-led research and development on various Strategies of 
Sustainable agriculture through increasing and Strengthening farmer opportunities 
through experimentation, invention, and innovation. 


We will preserve and improve environmental quality through the production and use 
of renewable and Sustainable resources. 
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We demand that governments support and strengthen various sustainable agricultural 
systems and abolish subsidies on agrochemicals, direct or indirect, at all levels including 
their manufacture, sale, distribution, storage and trade. 


We demand the reorienting of research priorities of research and academic institutions 
to serve the needs of the basic sectors as opposed to corporate interests. 


We demand that governrnent regulatory agencies establish and seriously enforce 
people-centred legislation. 


We demand that governments support initiatives on community-initiated organic 
certification and development of local standards. 


We urge the inclusion of sustainable agriculture in the formal curricula of education 
systems in public and private schools. 


We demand doctors, community health workers, and government officials to engage 
in activities that lead to the prevention of agrochemical poisoning and good health and 
educate and contribute to full and healthy lives and foods free from agrochemicals. 


We demand that governments initiate urgent steps to revert to sustainable agriculture 
and ensure household and community food security and food sovereignty as opposed 
to export-oriented cash-cropping. 


We demand that proper representation from the basic sectors - farmers, women, 
workers, and indigenous peoples and cease the practice of appointing agrochemical 
industry representatives in the policy formulation and decision-making processes of 
the agriculture sector. We also demand that governments strengthen and support 
public institutions to pursue research in the public interest. 


We oppose in the strongest terms all agrochemical TNCs that exist to pursue their 
own profit maximisation at the expense of human health and the environment. Our 
strategies and actions will be built upon the following premises: 


- To strengthen the right of the people to take action against agrochemical TNCs 
that willfully sell products that endanger community health and safety. We uphold 
the precautionary principle as a basic human right; 


To strongly censure TNCs those obstruct public access to information; 


To strengthen actions to halt TNCs from taking action against dissent or opposition 
from concerned groups and individuals; 


To strengthen actions to halt TNCs that present misleading product information or 


biased forms of agriculture training that subtly promote their products in the name 
of “safety” or “environmental friendliness’; 
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To strengthen actions to halt TNCs from displacing peasants through land grabbing 
and militarisation; 


To expose the links between TNCs and public or private institutions to monopolise 
agricultural innovation, knowledge and genetic resources for their own selfish 


interests; 


To strengthen actions to halt Agrochemical TNCs from manipulating genetic 
resources that further promotes their products and intensifies their grip on the food 


sector; 


To hold TNCs accountable for adverse impacts ranging from individual injury to 
large-scale human and environmental catastrophes; 


To expose or halt TNCs and their allies from establishing mechanisms of immunity; 


To expose consolidation in the industry and the various means that TNCs use for 
incursion into our countries; and 


To undertake continuous research on the agrochemical industry to arouse, organise 
and mobilise our communities. All research must strengthen the ongoing struggles 
of the people. 


We declare an alliance and all our Struggle against the Agrochemical TNCs for the 
protection and preservation of human health and the environment and for the 
emancipation from the yoke of TNCs. 


The Digos Declaration was an outcome of the workshop, ”Partnerships for Sustainable 
Environments, Health, and Trade: Monitoring the Pesticide Industry in Asia”. Co- 
organised by PAN AP, PAN Philippines, CAUSE-DS (a Digos-based NGO), SIBAT 
and IBON iut took place from November 11 to 14, 1999 in Digos, Mindanao, the 
Philippines. It brought together 40 representatives from grassroots people’s 
organizations and non-governmental organizations from the Philippines, Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Pakistan and Korea. 
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WOMEN’S STATEMENT 
AGAINST AoA/WTO 


Presented by GABRIELA and AMIHAN in the 
Peoples’ Assembly Session: Women Say NO to WTO! 
29 November, 1999, Seattle, USA 


Stop Trading Off Peoples’ Lives and Future! 
Take Agriculture Out of WTO! Junk WTO! 


Women Say NO to Imperialist Globalization! 


In Seattle, the stage is set for another trading event that will barter the lives and 
future of women, men and children in exchange for super profits for monopoly capital. 
The Millennium Round of negotiations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) will 
definitely be dominated by the U.S., Japan, Germany and the rest of the Group of 7. 
Majority of their people and the rest of the world will once more be shoved into eco- 
nomic and political maelstrom. 

We, the impoverished producers of Asia, await with much apprehension the 
outcome of the 3rd WTO Ministerial Meeting, one of which main agenda is a review of 
the Agreement on Agriculture (AoA). And not without enough basis, most of our gov- 
ernments are gearing to further open up our markets for agricultural products and our 
lands and other resources to corporate plunder. The same formula that is whittling 
away whatever control we still have on our products and resources. 

No doubt the dominant players in the game, the US, Japan and EU will again 
battle to squeeze out more concessions despite the astonishing array of concessions 
already gained in the previous rounds. 

No doubt governments of developing countries, will beg for more favors, prom- 
ise more bargains and make more compromises to keep them on board ship. In the 
end, among the major losers in this trading game are the poor producers: the peas- 
ants, farmers, agricultural workers, the women and the children without whose labor 
there could be no products to be traded, without whose labor there could be no trade 
in agriculture to speak of. 

In the end, the gainers are the national ruling elite, made up of the big landown- 
ers and big business, and the transnational corporations (TNCs) whose monopoly 
control of the land, trade and production technology already assures them of the lion's 
share of the region’s productive output. Once more, monopoly capital gets the loot. 

We, who toil daily under the scorching sun to produce 91% of the world’s rice, 
barely have enough rice to eat. We, who work in the plantations of bananas, pine- 
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apples, rubber and palm oil, barely have enough cash to per eae soe ae 

and buy medicine when we get sick. Official data tell it all. Asia is home O 

resources and strong human power. It is ie to an unparalleled ecological heritage, 
l home of 70% of the world’s poor. 

ee fra ae in the strongest terms: We have never benefited from our 

governments’ commitments to the AoA and the rest of the WTO agreements. = 

The market access provision of the AoA, which provides for tariff reduction, is 
skewed to the advantage of industrialized countries which start off with high tariff rate 
bases and therefore end up still being able to protect their local markets. The develop- 
ing countries are left with their local markets wide open for imports thus displacing 
their local products. 

But developing countries have to sell and trade, say our governments which are 
still keeping blind to the fact that all of globalization’s promises have failed. “Equal 
playing field” under imperialist globalization is a lot of nonsense. There can be no free 
trade nor fair trade in a world system dominated by monopoly capital. 

Our governments continue to offer us as sacrificial lambs to the so-called ‘global 
competitiveness’. Intensification of exploitation of our labor and the natural resources 
are resorted to in order to produce products at the cheapest price possible. Men, 
women and children are made to work almost as slaves on mere pittance. Family 
labor is mobilized in exchange for compensation fit for paupers. 

Another anomaly is the domestic support provision of the AoA which mandates 
a reduction of production subsidies for the farmers. Various estimates point, that even 
with a 20% subsidy reduction, governments of developed countries can still afford to 
provide billions of subsidies to their farmers in various forms without them being de- 
clared WTO illegal. 

One the other hand, we from the developing countries have to fend for our- 
selves. Our cash-strapped and debt-burdened governments are only too happy to 
take away our already low subsidies. With little or no Support from government, and 
with high production inputs, our local products cannot compete with the cheap, highly 
Subsidized imported products that flood our markets. 

The WTO has spelled disaster on us and our natural resources. Large tracts of 

lands devoted for the production of Staple food are converted for the cultivation of 
products for trade. Worse, our lands and forests are taken away from us to pave the 
way for conversion to golf courses and other tourism resorts, grandiose maldevelop- 
ment projects like dams, mining and logging concessions and so-called industrial 
centers. We are left landless and ruined. 
Of great concern is our food security, our capacity to produce our own food and 
Its accessibility to every one. We can never subscribe to the idea peddled by most of 
our governments that food security is simply the availability of food and that we are 
better off importing cheap food from other countries. 

These products have been flooding the local market, competing with locally pro- 
duced ones which have become relatively more expensive because of higher produc- 
tion cost due to withdrawal of subsidies and lower tariff for the imported ones. Im- 
ported products continue to threaten, if not already putting an end to, the Viability of 
local products. Worse, with the trade of even our staple food like rice and corn, in the 
hands of cartels, price manipulation resulting into steep increases in the prices of 
these commodities, have been resorted to. Heavier pressure is created on Our al- 
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ready very tight food budget. 

Our health suffers from all the chemicals introduced in agricultural production 
and the pollutants from mining and industrial operations that poison our lands. air 
seas, rivers and other bodies of water. lieas 

For us, WTO means greater exploitation of our labor and resources, further ruin 
of our sources of livelihood and steady deterioration of our already meager income. 
These further translate to hunger, malnutrition and worsening of our life situation. 

For us women, the squeeze is even tighter. As our meager family income is 
further reduced, our husbands are forced to depart from our villages in search of jobs. 
Many do not return, leaving us women on our own to keep the rest of the family alive. 
Our working hours are doubled or tripled to augment our income and find food for the 
children. 

Hundreds of thousands of us are likewise forced to leave for the urban areas 
and even other countries in the hope of finding jobs. Many end up being victimized by 
labor and sex traffickers. And some of us have prostituted ourselves as unwilling com- 
modities in the sex trade. 

To make matters worse, the collusion among the imperialist powers, the local 
ruling elite and the state, that they dominate, goes beyond the economic sphere. To 
stifle peoples’ opposition and to protect monopoly capital business interests, the state 
unleashes its military and paramilitary forces against the women, men and communi- 
ties resisting globalization. Militarist aggression is the imperialists’ and the state’s an- 
swer to legitimate peoples’ demands. 

We, therefore, affirm our commitment to resist and fight imperialist globalization 
and its newest conduit - the WTO. Let their trading begin. But let us fight to have our 
lives and our future spared. 


Take Agriculture out of WTO! 
Junk WTO! 
Strengthen international solidarity and advance the peoples’ 
struggle against imperialism! 
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UNITY STATEMENT 


Seattle International People’s Assembly, 
28 - 29 November, 1999, Seattle, Washington, USA 


Say No To WTO! 


We, participants to the Seattle International People’s Assembly coming from the 
First and Third Worlds, close our two-day meeting—“Say No to WTO!”—firmly united 
in the task of exposing and opposing the WTO and advancing the people’s resistance 
to imperialist globalization. 

Imperialist globalization must be unmasked and fully discredited. We see it as 
nothing but monopoly capitalism masquerading as a new and wonderful product of 
the electronic age. But in truth it ravages the environment, devastates countries and 
subjugates entire peoples with unequaled ferocity and ruthlessness. 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the instrument of multinational corpora- 
tions (MNCs) and imperialist states for dictating trade policy on client states even as 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) dictates financial and monetary policy and the 
World Bank, fiscal policy. US imperialism controls the WTO contrary to the official 
propaganda that 134 member states enjoy equality and decide by consensus. 

Imperialist states, acting as protectors and promoters of the superprofits of gi- 
ant monopoly firms, are the masterminds of the anti-worker “contractualization” policy, 
the chief instigators of human rights violations, and the biggest plunderers and pollut- 
ers of the environment. 

Imperialist globalization is not inevitable. It is not unstoppable. We have proven 
this time and again in tactical battles against the neo-liberal policies of liberalization, 
deregulation and privatization, against the debt trap, and in the recent highly success- 
ful anti-MAI (Multilateral Agreement on Investments) campaign. In this spirit, we sup- 
port the call of peasant movements, including La Via Campesina and KMP (Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas — Peasant Movement of the Philippines), to take agriculture 
out of the WTO. It is a call that Supports the peasants’ and farm workers’ fight against 
landlessness, feudal and semi-feudal bondage. 

But while we struggle for reforms and try to achieve palpable gains on immedi- 
ate issues, we make sure that we are not distracted from the overall Struggle against 
the main enemy of the world’s peoples today —imperialism—specifically the No. 1 
Imperialist power, the USA. 

‘ We vow to close ranks to confront the imperialist monster that has taken away 
our lands, jobs and livelihood and has further displaced, commodified and turned 
women into modern-day slaves. We denounce imperialism that has impoverished us 
and left us hungry, sick, without decent housing, and has stolen our youth’s future. 
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We commit ourselves to bring down this system which is bringing genocidal 
wars of imperialist intervention and domination upon the peoples of the world. We 
demand an end to the economic blockade of Cuba, the ongoing bombing of Iraq and 
the depredations on Yugoslav independence and sovereignty and the use of United 
Nations sanctions to bring sovereign countries to heel. 

We firm up our resolve to promote and develop the anti-imperialist and demo- 
cratic struggle of the workers and oppressed peoples against the inhuman policies 
and acts of the MNCs, their governments and international instruments such as the 
IMF, World Bank, WTO and military alliances. 

We support the calls of the International League of People’s Struggle, which will 
be founded at the end of the year 2000. 


Finally, we stand ready to fight for the following: 


ve National and social liberation from imperialism and all reaction; 

2. Human rights in the civil, political, economic, social and cultural fields; 

3. The cause of peace against wars of aggression and against nuclear and geno- 
cidal weapons; | 

4. Workers’ rights and reduction of working hours at full pay against mass un- 
employment and decreasing wage levels; 

§. Rights of peasants, farm workers and fisherfolk against feudal and semi-feu- 


dal exploitation and oppression; 


6 Women’s rights against discrimination and sexual exploitation; 

te. The rights of gays and lesbians against discrimination; 

8. Children’s rights against child labor and other forms of exploitation; 

9 Rights of indigenous peoples and nationalities against chauvinism and rac- 
ism; 

10. The rights of teachers and the youth against the privatization of education 
and to academic freedom; 

hs Rights and welfare of refugees and migrant workers; 

¥2. Environmental protection against plunder and pollution, towards the survival 
of all species; 

13. The right to safe and healthy food, free from genetic manipulation, hazardous 


chemicals and processes. 


We call on all the oppressed peoples to strengthen international solidarity and 
advance the peoples’ struggle against imperialism! 


Kindly forwarded by Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas - Peasant M 
of the Philippines, December 13,1999. For more information c 
kmp @quickweb.com.ph 
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STATEMENT FROM REGIONAL WORKSHOP 
ON GENETIC ENGINEERING 
15 - 17, April, 1998, Penang, Malaysia 


Reject the ‘Basmati’ Rice Patent 


We strongly express our opposition to the patenting of rice strains by US company 
RiceTec, which RiceTec has called “basmati”: This is yet another outrageous example 
of greedy corporations of the North attempting to privatize the biological resources of 
the South. It constitutes a naked act of bio-piracy. 


Basmati rice has deep cultural value to the people of South Asia. The patent has 
blatantly humiliated the sense of pride and cultural identity of the people who have 
bred and grown basmati rice for centuries. 


Another effect of this patent is that the UK has apparently been forced to buy this rice 
in place of genuine Indian/Pakistani products. These will greatly damage exports of 
basmati from India and Pakistan and adversely effect their economies and farmers. 


We demand an immediate withdrawal of the Basmati patent. 


Ban Terminator Technology 


On the 3rd March this year, US cotton seed company Delta and Pineland, in callabo 
ration with the US Department of Agriculture (USDA), announced US Patent no. 
5,723,765 on a technique to genetically disable non-hybrid seed so that it will not 
germinate when replanted. 


This invention will reinforce and expand the trend of forcing farmers to buy seed from 
seed companies each year rather than saving their own best seed for planting the 
next season. With corporate agribusiness plant breeders unable to hybridize the world’s 
two major staple food crops (rice and wheat), the so-called Terminator Technology 
represents a new and major avenue for monopoly control. It is implicitly coupled to the ~ 
other primary strategy of monopoly control over the social organization and system of 


_; €fOp production and food Supply (the corporate buyout of the world’s commercial 


_ Seed Companies where corporations now own 30-50%). 


“Terminator Technology” is aptly named. Not only does it terminate germination 
properties of Plants. but if adopted widely (its monopoly price and the costs of other 
My { 
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“enhancements” through genetic engineering) threatens to further elimin 


farmers from high-input agriculture. This Will affect farmers in both the Nor 
South. 


ate many 
th and the 


Genetic engineering is a dangerous technology and in the hands of corporate 
agribusiness conglomerates and “captured” state agencies is posed to make serious 
inroads into the food and environmental security of many nations. If the trend of 
monopoly control of seed is allowed to continue the impacts will be unprecedented in 
their scope and severity. The adverse effects of the “Green Revolution” will be seen as 
miniscule in comparison to the effects of the so-called “Gene Revolution”: 
Unemployment, landlessness, poverty, hunger, malnutrition, foreign control, cultural 
imprint, technological dependency, and ecological degradation will all radically increase 
under the imposition of genetic engineering. 


We join the Rural Advancement Foundation International.(RAFI) in calling for an 
immediate worldwide ban on Terminator Technology, and call on governments to protect 
and save their countries’ seeds, especially open-pollinated seeds (the real avenue to 
a sustainable secure future). 


The statement was an outcome of the Regional Workshop on Genetic 
Engineering organised by PAN AP. 
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STATEMENT OF THE THIRD 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S 


CONFERENCE AGAINST APEC 
8 - 9 November, 1998, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
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WOMEN" Sy 
ni ah US a 


Int 


= Women Resist Globalization! 
Assert Women’s Rights 


182 women from 22 countries representing 104 organizations met in Kuala 
Lumpur to Resist Globalization and Assert Our rights. 

In the last two days we have listened to the voices of women peasants, workers, 
migrant workers, indigenous peoples, “Dalit” women and fisherfolk on the impact of 
economic liberalization, deregulation and privatization on our lives. 

Women suffer most from globalization in Asia where the economic crisis has 
brought massive unemployment and displacement. This has resulted in increased 
impoverishment and poverty. 

Food security is threatened by loss of bio-diversity and loss of knowledge, the 
new fast expansion of genetic engineering and the dumping of agricultural surplus 
from Northern countries. The appropriation of land and water resources by large TNCs 
and the elite has led to the disintegration, displacement and marginalization of large 
numbers of rural and indigenous communities. 

Women now enter in exploitative working conditions in industries and as wage 
workers, domestic workers, migrant workers and sex workers. They are deprived of 
legal protection, health care, and safe working conditions, work security and the right 
to organize. 

The Asian crisis has shown us the collapse and contradiction, and ugly side of 
speculative financial management. While the G7 governments have bailed out their 
Wall Street cronies and Asian leaders are bailing out their cronies, workers who have 
contributed to economic growth are retrenched and migrant workers forcefully de- 
ported; often without their rightful wages and their resistance met with repression, for 
example Indonesian and Bangladesh migrant workers in Malaysia. 

Our defense budgets continue to swell and the military is used to repress dis- 
sent of workers, indigenous communities, ethnic minorities, democracy movements, 
peasants and students. Women have faced extreme forms of violence, and rape is 
used as a tool of subjugation. 

The privatization of health care is a violation of women’s basic human rights to 
total well-being by denying them access to safe, appropriate, affordable, high quality 
preventive and curative health care. It also commodifies reproductive health needs. 
The population control policies and methods, together with the dumping of harmful 
and experimental contraceptives, have increased the risks to women’s lives. 

. Privatization and commercialization of education increases the cost of educa- 
tion resulting in mass dropouts, and add to mass unemployment. 
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WE SAY NO TO GLOBALIZATION 
TNCs, with the support of governments, are the prime movers of globalization 
and benefit from it. They have consolidated their power and control to expand their 
wealth and profits through: 
monopolies 


distribution of patented, non-germinating (terminator technology) and high 
input seeds 


the appropriation of land, Knowledge and natural resources 
patent systems enforced through TRIPS 


deregulation of labor (through contractualization and casualization) and 
land ownership 

Financial speculation and currency trading has resulted in the collapse and de- 
valuation of various Currencies. 

Multilateral agencies, the WTO, World Bank and IMF and the regional trade 
blocs, NAFTA, APEC, SAFTA, MERCOSUR, and the European Union are the main 
exponents of globalization. Our governments, the local elite and local businesses are 
the collaborators and implementers of this agenda. 

The rise of dangerous anti globalization forces based on narrow, chauvinistic 
nationalism has intensified social conflicts and the politics of caste, race and religion 
has led to the revival and strengthening of fundamentalism that encourages division 
and violence especially for women as in the case of Dalit women in India. Often these 
conflicts divert us from basic problems. 

The state is the direct perpetrator of violence against women. The state contin- 
ues to protect both private and public institutions and agencies for example, global 
capital, TNCs, its own armed forces and fundamentalist forces. 


WE RESIST GLOBALIZATION AND ASSERT OUR RIGHTS 

We resist and reject APEC. 

We resist WTO agreements and call for its dismantling. We reject attempts to 
legitimize the WTO through proposals for social and environmental clauses. In par- 
ticular we will work towards the removal of the agricultural agreements from GATT/ 
WTO, and patents on life forms through TRIPS. 

We resist World Bank and IMF conditionalities and condemn the bailouts of 
private companies and financial institutions. 

We resist patenting of all life forms and privatization of water and natural re- 
sources, land, and knowledge. 

We assert the rights enshrined in UN Instruments particularly 

The right to freedom of association, expression, and assembly 
Right to equality 
Freedom from all forms of discrimination 

We assert the right to take control over our bodies and our sexuality 

We assert freedom from violence and the principles defined in the UN Declaration 
on Violence Against Women. ; 

We assert the right to food security, sustainable livelihoods and the right to land. 

We assert the rights of indigenous people and ethnic groups to self-determination. 
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P 
MORE AND MORE WOMEN HAVE TAKEN U 
THE STRUGGLE AGAINST GLOBALIZATION 


Women are organizing at all levels. Women’s movements should increasingly be 
inclusive of workers, peasants, indigenous peoples, the urban poor and fisherfolk. 
Youth and students are organizing at all levels, and forwarding the struggle. 
Political education, information campaigns, awareness raising programs should 
promote women-centered and people-centered actions, backed up with research and 
documentation, the results of which should be published in order to reach many. 
Women have and will continue to:- 
Conduct mass campaigns, demonstrations and various other actions against lib- 
eralization, deregulation and privatization; inclusion of agriculture in WTO; labor 
and sex trafficking; deportation, contract violations, reduction in wages, sexual 
and physical abuse of migrant women; mass lay-off, insecurity of tenure, low wages 
and miserable working conditions of women in factories and service sectors; dis- 
placement from land of rural and indigenous women; tuition fee increases and 
sexual harassment on campus; rape and all other forms of violence against women; 
insufficient women’s health services and violation of women’s reproductive rights; 
and state repression and violence through militarization. 
Resist through creative action such as mass campaigns, and political actions. 
Create community level alternatives such as seed banks, micro enterprises, co- 
operatives, crisis centers, sharing of knowledge, pushing for genuine land reform, 
monitoring and documenting the practices of TNCs, governments, powerful patri- 
archal groups that violate our rights, etc. 
Unite and integrate with democratic, Progressive and militant people’s movements 
and labor movements from different countries based on equality and mutual re- 
spect to advance the cause of grassroots and women in all other movements. We 
seek different levels of alliances with other groups to get their support for women’s 
initiatives. 
Work towards more women leaders and activists, especially from the grassroots, 
to strengthen women’s participation and leadership in the political and social life 
of the community and the country. We should actively participate in the electoral 
process in campaigns, as well as candidatures. 
Build international solidarity against imperialist globalization through sharing of 
information and common actions. 


Lobby governments, UN agencies for the ratification of all instruments including 


ILO Conventions that will protect and promote civil, political, social, economic and 
cultural rights. 


Demand complete transparency and accountability from multilateral agencies, 
TNCs and financial institutions. 


PLAN OF ACTION 


Campaign for the removal of agricultural agreements and patents on life forms 
from the GATT/WTO. 


Campaign for the ratification of the UN Convention on Migrant Workers and the 
rights of their families, 1990. Campaign for bilateral agreements for the protection 


Statements & Declarations by PAN AP 


TOWARDS A TOXIC FREE WORLD - Peple’s Struggle and Visions for the Future 57 


of the rights of migrant workers. 

Campaign to remove all conditionalities imposed by IMF/World Bank. 

Campaign against the monopoly of seed and agrochemical companies especially 
Monsanto, Novartis and Cargill that threatens food security at the household level. 
Campaign against the privatization of basic amenities and health. 

Monitor the health and environmental hazards of pesticides and campaign against 
their production and use. 

Campaign against mining, and building of dams, and agribusiness that destroys 
indigenous communities and their lands. | 

Strengthen the public health system and promote community based health prac- 
tices to ensure women’s health and reproductive rights and children’s health rights 
are met. Prevent the further privatization of essential health services and change 
the marketing practices of TNCs (pharmaceuticals, pesticides, and baby foods) 
Campaign for the establishment of standard minimum rules by the UN for the 
treatment and promotion of the rights of trafficked women. 

Set up inter-country sex trafficking watch that not only exposes cases and identi- 
fies sex traffickers but also coordinates common action among women’s groups 
in country of trafficker and that of trafficked women. 

Campaign for the ratification and implementation of the CEDAW and for the adop- 
tion of the proposed optional protocol for CEDAW. Monitor and document viola- 
tions. 

Campaign against militarization; and the violence, abuse and brutality committed 
and bring the perpetrators to justice. Organize regional activities on November 25 
— the International Day of Violence against women specifically on the theme of 
militarization and violence against women. 

Establish linkages among workers’ unions from different countries belonging to 
the same line industry and the same corporate conglomerates and take common 
action against specific TNCs. 

Actively expose the fallacy of the WB-APEC strategy of mainstreaming women in 
the globalization model. 


The Third International Women's Conference Against APEC was jointly | 
organized by the Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Asia and ihe Pacific, Asia 
ri} mor Pacific Forum on Women Law and Development (APWLD), Asian-Pacific 
i] OMT) Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW), Asia Indigenous 
Women’s Network (AIWN), Committee on Asian Women (CAW), GABRIELA 
Philippines, East and South East Asian Women Health Network (ESEA), 
International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and 
Racism(IMDR)}, International Womens Rights Action Watch (IW/RAW), Tamil 
Nadu Women's Forum (TNWF) and Society for Rural Education and 
Development (SRED). It was a Forum of the Asia-Pacific Peoples’ Assembly 
(APPA), held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 1998. 

For more information about the issues and activities discussed at the Forum, 
please contact: 

PAN Asia and the Pacific, RO. Box 1170, 10850 Penang, Malaysia 

Tel (604) 657 0271 / 656 0381 ® Fax (604) 657 7445 
Email panap@panap.net 
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MENT FROM THE FORUM ON LAND, 
STOOD SECURIY AND AGRICULTURE 


11-12 November 1998, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


Confronting Globalisation, 
Asserting Our Right To Food 


We, 130 representatives from 18 countries and 64 organisations, met in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia from 11-12 November 1998 at the Forum on Land, Food Security 
and Sustainable Agriculture. We represent women and men farmers, fisherfolk, women, 
indigenous people, peoples’ organisations, consumers’ organisations, NGOs, aca- 
demics and scientists. 

We assert the following: Globalisation, driven by international trade mechanisms 
like the WTO and APEC, is destroying local food production, food security, our cul- 
ture, our livelihood, local knowledge systems and biodiversity. It endangers the lives 
of people and destroys the environment, land, forest and water. People are displaced 
and forced to migrate. Families and communities are disintegrated. Women and men 
peasant farmers, workers and migrant workers are pushed into more exploitative con- 
ditions of work. Women and children are the most vulnerable and are often forced into 
the sex trade. 


Reality 

iB; Land is the source of livelihood, survival, identity, food security and culture. 
Throughout Asia and South America peasants are losing access to land and 
globalisation is intensifying this problem. Large-scale and unscrupulous 
landowners and big corporations produce for export or take land out of 
agriculture. This is facilitated by governments. 

2; Globalisation intensifies the practice of export-oriented industrial shrimp 
aquaculture and fish farming, which is often controlled by foreign companies. 
This destroys local and community structures and causes ecological 
devastation. Globalisation also promotes large-scale factory fishing. Artisanal 
fishing communities are threatened by the encroachment of foreign fishing 
vessels in territorial waters. 

3. The Asian economic crisis has increased the cost of food and has resulted in 
the loss and shortage of jobs. People are impoverished and cannot afford to 
purchase food and other essentials. The Asian crisis has revealed the 
vulnerability of dependence on imports to meet our food needs. The response 
of governments has been to further industrialise agriculture, encouraging 
monocultures and the high use of chemical inputs at increasing costs. This 
endangers the environment and human health. 

4. To protect the interests of the elite, governments concede to the dictates of 
the IMF, especially through the bailouts at this time of the Asian crisis. The 


IMF is mainly interested in Protecting the investments of Northern financial 
institutions. 
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5. Transnational companies are driving and benefiting from globalisation. They 
are consolidating their interests and increasing their control over agriculture 
and fisheries. They use government structures and international and national 
development agencies to promote their aims and their products. 

6. They are becoming more aggressive and sophisticated in promoting a green 
image. They are promoting food production, rather than access, as the solution 
to food security and hunger. 

Ys Women are predominantly responsible for the provisions of the food needs of 
their families. Despite their multiple and vital roles as farmers, fishers, 
farmworkers and caretakers and managers of their households, women often 
experience discrimination in terms of access and control over land and water 
resources. The Asian crisis intensifies this gender-based discrimination and 
the exploitation and violence against women, both within the family and in the 


workplace. 

8. Globalisation intensifies militarisation and state repression, especially in the 
rural areas. 

9. Narrow, nationalistic and chauvinistic forces are reacting against globalisation, 


leading to fundamentalism and other forms of intolerance, which unleash caste 
and racial violence. 


Struggles and Emerging Issues 

10. We denounce globalisation and the institutions and governments that promote 
liberalisation, deregulation and privatisation. We are part of growing movements 
to resist and initiate concrete alternatives for securing our food. Actions include 
taking over and occupying land, ecological and sustainable farming and mass 
actions. Grassroots campaigns are happening at different levels. We are 
mobilising, organising, building awareness and using advocacy, publicity, 
training, information sharing and demonstrations to push for change. 

TH. We are strengthening and building mass-based movements and organisations 
to resist globalisation and to struggle for rights, such as the right to land, to 
safe and secure food, to the access of natural resources, to the protection of 
ancestral domains, to knowledge and to participation in decision making. 

Te. We are already demonstrating that there are sustainable alternatives. Peoples’ 
movements have used the technology of sustainable agriculture to build re- 
sistance and political action. 

13. We pledge solidarity with all peoples’ movements struggling for iiiese rights. 

14. We recognise that true science and truly sustainable economics lies with 
women and men farmers, fisher-folks and indigenous peoples. 


Strategy and Action 

15. We resist the imposition of the WTO regime and will work towards its disman- 
tling. We demand the removal of the Agreement on Agriculture and will work 
towards achieving this in 1999-2000. 

16. We call for the dismantling of APEC. 


We Demand: | 
Ws That governments develop a people centred, pro-poor development plan 
through participatory processes, and that they: 
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18. 


#3: 


20. 


At. 
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stop intrusive and exploitative trade liberalisation policies that destroy 


local communities; 
ensure food security and sustainable agriculture; 


promote the rights of artisanal and traditional fishing communities; 
protect the rights, health and well being of agricultural, plantation and 


industrial workers; 
abolish the Agreement on Agriculture, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Stan- 
dards, and TRIPS from the WTO; 
establish an international agreement to prohibit food export dumping; 
develop an alternative trading system that is fair, democratic, transparent 
and protective of the needs and requirements of developing and least- 
developed economies, and that focuses on people-to-people exchanges; 
land for landless women and men peasants who work the land, with sufficient 
support for sustainable rural livelinoods and economies as a foundation for 
people-centred development and self reliance, and the restitution of equiva- 
lent productive land to those who have been dispossessed; 
the removal of discriminative legislation, policies, or customary practices that 
deny women the right to access to resources and to sustain their livelinoods; 
a stop to self-destructive agriculture and fishing methods and an end to the 
conversion of agricultural lands and coastal areas into non-productive land; 
a ban on the release of genetically engineered organisms and the importa- 
tion of genetically engineered foods and seeds into our farms and markets. 


PLAN OF ACTION 


22! 


23. 
24. 


438 


26. 


We will collectively publicise the negative impacts of the Agreement on Agri- 
culture (which includes fisheries) on food security in different countries and 
on the lives of affected people. In so doing, we will link regionally and interna- 
tionally. 
We will study and promote alternative fair and equitable trade. 
We will document concrete local impacts of globalisation in different coun- 
tries. We will focus on: 
* — land and water utilisation and appropriation; 

food security at the national, local and household levels: 

survival mechanisms of the vulnerable and marginalised people; 


government policies that are diluting health and environmental safety and 
related issues; 
health and environment problems (e.g. of pesticides); 
indigenous and local agricultural practices as various forms of intellec- 
tual property rights. 
We will launch international campaigns and support action days, particularly: 
a “Day of No Pesticide Use” on 3 December in memory of the Bhopal tragedy, 


an International Day of Fisherfolk on 24 November, and an International Day 
of Resistance to the WTO on 15 December. 


We will undertake dialogue with communities and exchange visits to learn 
from each other. 
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We will provide research and information for formal and non-formal education 
and public awareness. 
We will ensure that our governments are aware of our demands; demonstrate 
to them that alternatives can work; and fight for their acceptance and 
implementation. 

We will promote more ecological agriculture and sustainable consumption 
patterns in all countries, North and South, with opportunities for small-scale 
production and sustainable rural livelihoods. 

We will support and develop campaigns against transnational corporations. 
Actions include research, monitoring, and exposure of their practices and 
demanding accountability and ethical practices. 

We will create alternatives to transnational power at the community level. 
These include: 

* organising at the local level; 


- undertaking specific actions like monitoring health effects of pesticides and 
baby food companies, developing pesticide-free villages, global seed net- 
works, and community level conservation, and protecting traditional plant 
breeding, seed banks and seed exchange mechanisms; 

- studying and publicising successful sustainable farming initiatives with de- 
tails of yields and economic returns; 

- promoting breastfeeding as the basic element of food security while ensur- 
ing women’s reproductive rights. 

We will pressure for the active implementation and re-establishment of UN 

reporting mechanisms by governments on banned and severely restricted 

dangerous pesticides, pharmaceutical and chemicals, including the UN 

Consolidated List and the PIC Convention. We will submit relevant data directly 

to the UN. 7 

We will strengthen farmer/fisher-consumer links and encourage consumers 

to eat locally grown, sustainably produced foods. 

We will campaign for the protection of local and indigenous knowledge and 

genetic resources from intellectual property rights regimes, and for an 

immediate withdrawal of existing patents on biological and genetic resources 
and indigenous knowledge. 

We will use and build on existing strategies, including civil disobedience, to 

resist globalisation and to assert our rights. We will support each other in the 

resistance against the oppression of globalisation. 


The Forum on Land, Food Security and Agriculture was 
jointly organized by the Pesticide Action Network (PAN) 
Asia and the Pacific and ERA Consumer. It was an Issue 
Forum of the Asia-Pacific Peoples’ Assembly (APPA), held 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 1998. 


For more information about the issues and activities 
discussed at the Forum, please contact: 

PAN Asia and the Pacific 

PO. Box 1170, 10850 Penang, Malaysia 

Tel (604) 657 0271 / 656 0381 * Fax (604) 657 7445 
Email panap@panap.net 
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UNITY STATEMENT 


14 November 1998, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


Asia-Pacific Peoples’ Assembly 


We, 636 participants representing 316 organizations from 30 countries, have gathered 
here in Kuala Lumpur for the Asia Pacific People’s Assembly from the 7th to the 15th 
of November 1998 on the occasion of the 6th APEC Leaders Meeting. We have come 
to confront the issue of globalization, and in particular the APEC as an instrument to 
implement it, in order to strengthen our understanding and resistance, and reassert 
people’s rights. 


Neo-liberal globalization is the response of monopoly capital to the global crisis. 
Liberalization and deregulation of markets and investments, and privatization of public 
utilities and services have been imposed to expand TNC business and increase super- 
profits. Globalization is being promoted through the myth of unlimited growth by giving 
free rein to business and the “free” market. 


The IMF-WB, and the WTO act as the main instruments of the superpowers to impose 
neoliberal policies. The APEC, like other regional and plurilateral formations such as 
the OECD, has been organized to hasten the process of globalization by strengthening 
business — government partnership in enforcing specific action programs and policies 
that enhance liberalization through trade and investments facilitation, enforcing policy 
commitments to liberalization and “economic cooperation”. Further the TNCs 
themselves are the most important driving force of globalization in their unquenchable 
thirst for super profits. 


But the Mexican crisis, then the Asian crisis and now the global crisis have shown us 
the resultant collapse and ugly side of speculative finance and as a result have 
debunked the myths of globalization. The major points in the agenda of APEC now 
are how to rationalize the failure of globalization in the Asia Pacific and pursue even 
greater liberalization as a response to the crisis. 


The state has been redesigned and its role manipulated in order to meet the demands 
of monopoly Capital and the local ruling elites of big landowners and big business and 
divesting the state of its social responsibility. The economic crisis has destabilized the 
hegemony of monopoly capital and particularly, the power sharing of US, Japan and 
the European Union in the region. It has also brought about political crisis and intensified 
popular resistance from all sectors of the people of Asia and the Pacific. As a result 
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there is increased defense spending and militarization in the Asia-Pacific countries 
There are also efforts to strengthen the US-Japan military alliance through the New 
Guidelines for Defense Cooperation between the US and Japan, maintenance of US 
bases in Okinawa, Japan and South Korea, and the return of US military presence in 
the Philippines. 


However far from its promise of jobs and progress, globalization has resulted in 
widespread unemployment, displacement of peoples and destruction of their 
livelihoods, marginalization of large sections of society, intensified discrimination and 
repression as well as the disintegration of families and communities. Far from its promise 
of development, globalization has wrecked societies, destroyed economies and financial 
systems. It has destroyed production systems, resources and the environment, 
destroyed the means of subsistence of small entrepreneurs and producers and brought 
then to ruin and has led to famine conditions in many countries in Asia and the Pacific. 
lt has brought peoples and countries to greater poverty and misery. 


Globalization thrives on the promotion of an ideology of consumerism, individualism 
and patriarchy among the people enshrined in globalist monoculture. It has also brought 
about the emergence of dangerous forces promoting narrow, chauvinist-nationalist 
anti-globalization platforms that have intensified social conflicts and politics of 
fundamentalism, neo-fascism and xenophobia. 


The appropriation of land through landgrabbing by mining, logging and agro-industrial 
TNCs; by tourist and real estate development projects and by shifting from sustainable 
food production to export monocrops; as well as displacement by hydro-electric and 
other mega-maldevelopment projects have increased landlessness of the peasants 
and indigenous peoples. 


The fisherfolk are deprived of their livelinood, and access to aquatic resources because 
of commercial and corporatized aquaculture, large-scale commercial fishing, 
landgrabbing, and conversion of fishery areas to non-productive purposes, as well as 
the degradation of the aquatic environment due to industrial pollution and chemical 
use. 


Corporatized agriculture dependent on high-yielding monocultures and industrial 
chemical inputs has destroyed food security, endangers human health and destroys 
the environment irreversibly. Food security is further threatened by the destruction of 
local food production, the widespread landlessness and displacement of peasants, 
the loss of biodiversity and indigenous knowledge, the new and fast expansion of 
genetic engineering and the dumping of agricultural supply from Northern countries. 


Globalization has resulted in massive rural displacement and, along with concentrated 
maldevelopment in the cities, has resulted in intense urban migration. In the burgeoning 
cities, the urban poor face joblessness, and homelessness as well as forced evictions 
due to megamall development projects and urban land speculation. 


With greater mobility of capital, workers rights, wages and working ontop ai 
been extremely eroded. The crisis has led to mass layoffs and unemployment. Greate 
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exploitation of labour is realized through neoliberal methods of union busting, — ni 
promotion of contract work, casual work, home-based work, and labor flexi 4 
Increased joblessness has intensified labor migration. The thirst for more profits throug 

lower labor costs has resulted in the increase of trafficked labor, women and child 


labor. 


Women suffer most from globalization. It has intensified discrimination and degradation 
of women. They are pushed to migration in greater numbers and they are forced to 
enter into extremely exploitative working conditions and trafficked into the SEX trade. 
Privatization of health care violates women’s right to total well-being by denying them 
access to safe, appropriate, affordable and quality preventive and curative health care. 
More and more, they are facing extreme forms of discrimination, violence and rape, 
which are increasingly being used as tools for subjugation by men and the state. 


The future of the youth and students is threatened by globalization. Access to 
people-centered quality education has been limited by commercialization, which 
has raised the costs and narrowed the curriculum to serve the interests of capital. 
Student organizing and dissent, as well as their efforts to find solidarity with the 
people’s movements, are systematically and violently suppressed. 


Indigenous peoples are denied of their right to self-determination. They are violently 
displaced and deprived of their land to give way to maldevelopment projects, and TNC 
mining, oil and gas exploration and logging business. To accelerate this process, their 
territories are militarized. Tourism projects commercialize and denigrate their culture. 
Community rights over their biological and genetic resources as well as their indigenous 
knowledge are trampled upon. 


Trade liberalization is destroying our natural resources. Governments in crisis are 
selling off non-renewable and scarce resources including forests and water as a way 
out of the crisis. Globalization has accelerated environmental abuse the world over, 
intensifying the destruction of various ecosystems and, with it, the people’s livelihood. 
The full realization of the people’s human rights should be the primary objective of 
economic arrangements. However, economic, political, civil, social and cultural rights 
are violated by the state and monopoly capital with impunity. As the people resist and 
assert their rights, they are met with violent suppression by the state. Under the guise 
of political Stability, repressive laws, together with the control of the judiciary, tighten 
the grip of the state and Promote dictatorship. 


We vehemently resist globalization as we Struggle for equality, peoples’ democratic 


rights and sovereignty, self-determination, social justice, people-centered development 
and welfare. 


Fight to reverse neo-liberal globalization and put an end to its policies of liberalization 
and deregulation of trade and investment and privatization of public assets and services. 


Expose, resist and reject APEC. Other multilateral instruments of globalization like 


the IMF, World Bank, the GATT, WTO and recently the MAI as well as other multi- 
lateral instruments such as regional associations that, in various ways, contribute to 
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globalization must also be thoroughly exposed in order that they be dismant! 
with the APEC. y ntled along 


The TNCs must also be dismantled and the state must be challenged and their efforts 
to promote neo-liberal globalization must be resisted and overcome. 


What we need is genuine cooperation among peoples and countries of the Asia 
Pacific, and uphold the peoples’ sovereignty and right to self-dermination. 

1. We reaffirm the universality and indivisibility of our rights as enshrined in the 
UN Declaration of Human Rights, and in various UN and ILO conventions. 
But these are not being enforced; they are being breached with impunity and 
states are not being made accountable. We assert our rights, forward the 
struggle and strengthen the people’s movements. 

2. We must develop broad information campaigns and intensive education to 
promote people-centered actions, organize at all levels of oppressed 
communities and sectors and continue the resistance through creative political 
actions at the local and national level, as well as pursue community level 
alternatives. 

3. Weseek different levels of alliances with different groups and build international 
solidarity to resist globalization and realize the people’s alternatives. 


We can not expect any government or TNC or international organization to do this for 
us, we have only ourselves, our strength, our unity and determination! 


Adopted Resolutions of the Asia-Pacific Peoples’ Assembly 


This Unity Statement is the major outcome from the Asia Pacific Peoples’ Assembly 
(APPA) held in Kuala Lumpur between November 7-15, 1998. The National Organising 
Committee were: National Union of Transport Equipment, Harris Union, Persatuan 
Sahabat Wanita, Malayan Nurses Union, Tenaganita, Labour Resource Centre, 
Selangor Graduates Society, Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall, Youth Centre, Persatuan 
Orang Asli Semenanjung Malaysia, Borneo Research Institute, Partners in Community 
Organising, Ideal Time, Centre for Orang Asli Concern, Parti Rakyat Malaysia, 
Jawatankuasa Sokongan Peneroka Bandar, Nadi Komunikasi, Urban Resource Unit, 
Pesticide Action Network - Asia and the Pacific, ARROW, Suara Rakyat Malaysia 
(SUARAM), Solidaritas Timor Timur Malaysia, ERA Consumer, KOMAS, Institute of 
Social Change, Management Institute for Social Change, Sustainable Development 
Network. The International Organising Committee (IOC) were: All members of the 
National Working Committee, Focus for the Global South (FOCUS), Assembly of the 
Poor, Inter Asia People’s Solidarity Forum, Asian Migrant Resource Centre, New 
Zealand APEC Monitoring Group/GATT Watchdog, Canadian Advisory Board, US 
NGO Working Group on APEC, BAYAN, Asia Pacific Women’s Law and 
Development,IBON, Asia Migrant Centre, Committee for Asian Women, Asia Cultural 
Forum on Human Development, Asian Students Association, Peasant Movement of 
the Philippines (KMP), Pacific Environment and Resource Centre (PERC), Asian 
Human Rights Commission. 
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MAKILALA DECLARATION 


25 - 28, June , 1997, OFFERS Mindanao, Kisante, Makilala, 
North Cotabato, Mindanao, Philippines 


Sustainable Agriculture and 
Media Conference 


We, 50 participants from the Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, India, Indonesia, and 
Japan, representing people’s organizations, organized sustainable agriculture 
advocates, and the media, having met in Makilala, Cotabato, Mindanao, Philippines 
at the Sustainable Agriculture and Media Conference and being conscientized through 
grassroots experiential exercises on people’s issues relating to Sustainable Agriculture, 
resolve to work together to heighten awareness on: 


the adverse effects of pesticides on people’s health and the environment; 

the need for alternative systems of food production and consumption ensuring 
Safe food and the health of farmers, fisherfolk, women, children, workers, and 
consumers; 

the need to uphold farmers’, fisherfolk’, indigenous people’s, and women’s rights; 
food security, and abolish landlessness; 

the adverse effects of land monopoly on sustainable agriculture and the need to 
abolish land monopoly by landlords and big corporations; 

the role of media in promoting sustainable agriculture as part of the people’s 
Struggle for justice and equity. 


Agriculture, a means of life and developing life, has become an instrument of profit for 
business, Multinational Corporations (MNCs) and Transnational Corporations (TNCs). 
The new trade regimes of GATT/WTO and APEC will further consolidate the power of 
big corporations to exploit resources and burden the farmer's life. Food, essential for 
sustenance, has now become a commodity for trade. 


A privileged few monopolize access and control of land and other resources, creating 


an bla system where peasants and small Producers are deprived control of their 
produce. 


Our perspective on sustainable agriculture is an agriculture that sustains life, food 
security, and uses resources without Sacrificing future generations. SA is a movement 
towards empowerment of women and men peasants and agricultural workers, 


oppressed minorities, and indigenous peoples for land rights and for access to 
resources and means of production. 
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There can be no SA without a total change in the present socio-political, economic 
and cultural system where TNCs, MNCs and businesses are allowed and supported 
by governments to further exploit and oppress the marginalized for economic gain 


SA preserves and Promotes the relevant traditional and indigenous knowledge and 
practices. It rejects agrochemicals and genetic engineering in agriculture, and the 
dumping of pesticides by Group of 7 and other pesticide-producing countries to 
countries in the South where their use has poisoned the people and environment. 
There can be no safe food without SA. People have the right to know about any 
development and process that affect them; and they must have access to information 
so that they can make informed decisions. People must also have the right to share 
information. And the media should promote, enhance and protect these rights. 


We recognize that media needs to support and promote people’s concept of SA, 
addressing core issues of landlessness, agribusiness exploitation, foreign domination, 
wage oppression, and social inequity. 


We recognize that media needs to expose the adverse effects of pesticides and oppose 
the companies that profit from these poisons; and to encourage and project broad 
opposition to this. 


We, participants of the SA and Media Conference declare the following as our 


PLAN OF ACTION: 


We commit ourselves to: 

1. Mobilizing women, men and children towards achieving genuine agrarian reform 
and equitable distribution of resources. 

2. Opposing globalization and its instruments especially WTO/GATT/IPR, World 
Bank/IMF and APEC. 

3. Empowering women for collective land rights and equitable distribution of 
resources to actively participate in the SA movement. 

4. Organizing a people’s pesticide watch to document, expose, monitor and dismantle 
the use of agrochemicals and its industries. 

5. Demanding the just indemnification of victims of pesticide poisoning by 
agrobusinesses and governments. 

6. Involve media and other concerned sectors in people’s struggles for SA, and 
mobilize their participation for social justice. 


We call for solidarity and strengthening of people’s movement at the local, national 
and international levels for a world based on social and environmental justice, 


sustainability, empowerment and equity. 


Ne fey cihcneeheimden tite iit ilntttehieciacicicaecaacnecen nt 
Sponsored by the Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PAN AP), the Conference 
was hosted by OFFERS (Organic Farming Field Experimental Resource and Services)- 
Mindanao, in collaboration with PAN Philippines, BATUNA Farmers Community Foundation, 
Agricultural Services Program for Development (ASPD), BINH! Agricultural Resource 
Foundation, and Sibol ng Agham at Teknolohiya (SIBAT) of the Philippines. 
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DECLARATION 
30, April, 1996, Bangkok, Thailand 
FOOD SECURITY: 
Asia-Pacific NGO Declaration 
for the World Food Summit 
PREAMBLE 


During the two last decades, we have witnessed governments from both North and 
South come together in United Nations and other international conferences to make 
solemn commitments to advance, among others, sustainable development and food 
security. These commitments were incurred in the light of the reality that there is more 
than enough food to go around to feed the world’s peoples. However, more than 20 
years after the First World Food Conference where it was declared that the elimination 
of hunger was just a few years away, there are more hungry people, there are more 
poor farmers, and agriculture is in a worse state. 


The current crisis of agriculture and farming communities throughout the South stems 
from the exacerbation of existing poverty and inequity by three major trends: 


First, the promotion of Green Revolution technology without regard for its social 
and ecological consequences; 

Second, the submission of agriculture and farming communities to strategies aimed 
at rapid urban industrialization; 

Third, the dissolution of small farming households owing to indiscriminate 
liberalization policies allowing the entry and dominance of extremely powerful 
multinational agribusinesses. 


While there have been local initiatives in sustainable smallholder and community-based 


raopindet these have been relatively few in number and overwhelmed by these larger 
orces. 


Unless appropriate Strategies are devised and urgently implemented, our farming 


hae face extinction and food insecurity will become a permanent condition 
or all. 
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Democratic control of the food system is the ultimate test of democracy. Food securit 
cannot be ensured by entrusting agriculture, food production and trade to atobal 
markets. Land, water, biodiversity, and traditional/intellectual practices, which are the 
vital resources that make food security possible, should stay under the democratic 
control of those who produce the food and local communities themselves, with special 
emphasis on establishing mechanisms to ensure the participation of women at all 
levels of the decision-making processes. 


Therefore, a new social contract needs to be established among Asian farmers, Asian 
peoples and Asian governments. 


This social contract must be people-derived, people-led, and people-man aged. 


It must be centered on a vision at the center of which is the integrity of local farming 
communities and the food security of the national community. 


It must be implemented via strategies that promote social equity, ecological 
sustainability, people’s empowerment and gender balance. 


Finally, this social contract must include policies aimed at immediately countering the 
negative impact of forces ‘and institutions that promote food insecurity, like the GATT 
Agricultural Accord and the policies of international financial institutions. 


Dimensions Of Food Security 
Of major concern to us are some major dimensions of rural integrity and food security. 


Role of Civil Society, People s Participation and Gender Equity 
A clear definition of the civil society is needed to ensure social, economic and political 
space for small farmers, youth, women and other marginalized groups. 


Primarily, the civil society should include public interest groups, people's organizations 
and NGOs whose prime concern should be marginalized groups. 


For the most part, the FAO documents have failed to focus on the concerns that have 
been raised for the last few decades and by-passed the commitments made by the 
governments in the last international conferences (e.g. WCARRD, Rome, 1979; World 
Human Rights Conference, Vienna, 1992; Earth Summit, Rio, 1992; ICPD, Cairo, 1994; 
WSSD, Copenhagen, 1995; and FWCW, Beijing, 1995). 


The FAO documents, just like in the past, have placed unjust and undue emphasis on 
the same “growth model” focusing on trade liberalization and market-dominated 
production processes that the civil society has been critiquing for the last few decades. 


The FAO documents on the World Food Summit should be rewritten in terms of the 
Rio Commitments, the Biodiversity Convention, the Climate Convention, the Code of 
Conduct on the Use and Distribution of Pesticides, and the WHO/UNICEF International 
Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes to reflect these concerns and 
commitments. 
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Food is a human right. People need the food to be available, accessible, power to 
access it and the freedom of choice with regard to the food they produce and consume. 
Decentralized and democratic systems of food production and distribution are essential 


to people’s participation in food security. 


In order to achieve gender equity, food security needs to be seen through women’s 
eyes; harmony with nature and against hierarchies of any kind. In short, food security 
must be built upon the basic principles of respect for the rights of small farmers and 
concern and caring for others and the environment; cooperation and mutuality; a 
concern for the preservation of life; and the building and propagating of a sense of 
sufficiency, with a new concept of the “good life” which is based upon Satisfying human 
relations rather than profit. These principles put nature, women, youth, children and 
the preservation of life at the center, not the maximization of profit. 


Accountability of the state and market should be ensured through appropriate 
mechanisms and monitoring plans. Certain types of code of conduct for MNCs/TNCs 


should be devised and followed. 


Action Agenda 
Challenge the whole development paradigm that continues to ignore farmers, 
women, youth and other marginalized groups and focuses on a growth model that 
can never bring about change towards achieving sustainable development, social 
justice and gender equity. 
Develop, support and propagate current alternative models and further explorations 
in other new paradigms which place people’s participation, gender equity and 
sustainability before profit, trade and market forces. 
Work towards the transformation of exploitative structures and all forms of 
hierarchies (e.g., race, class, caste, north-south, etc) in order to bring forward the 
voices of marginalized and vulnerable groups and to facilitate the creation of 
institutional mechanisms/processes for ensuring their participation. 
To facilitate establishment of farmers’ organizations in order to guarantee the 
primacy of the farmers in production, and their right to be in the decision-making 
processes with special effort and mechanisms for the participation of women who 
make up the majority of farmers in Asia. 
Develop and prioritize programmes which recognize the centrality of women’s 
role in ensuring food security for their families and communities at all levels of the 
food security chain. 
Promote local farming, fisherfolk and indigenous communities and the 
strengthening of cooperative and mutually beneficial forms of organization and 
Production with mechanisms and Structures to ensure their participation in 
decision-making processes and policies. 
Recognize, preserve and enhance the use of indigenous knowledge and practices. 
Develop policies to resolve the debt burden and restructuring trade to make it a 
truly fair process. 
Reaffirm the strong conviction that food is the basic human right that supersedes 
property rights, commercial advantage, free trade and the dictates of the market. 
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Effective agrarian reforms which consolidate access, Ownership, control and 
management of resources by small farmers. This must include the right of women 
to land and resources and the protection of coastal and agrarian lands against 
incursion of urban, industrial and tourist development. 

Sustainable agriculture policies and strategies with time bound targets for ensuring 
their implementation. 

Restructuring the processes and mechanisms of people’s participation in 
Government, FAO and other international bodies’ plans, strategies and 
programmes to insure input in all phases of the process. 

Promote and ensure national and international accountability mechanisms for the 
MNCs/TNCs and big agribusinesses. 


Empowerment Through Access To Resources 

The current agricultural paradigm tends to uphold and legitimize largescale, ecologically 
destructive, export-oriented production, and places profit anead of people’s nutrition 
and welfare. It emphasizes the role of corporations, markets and technology, rather 
than recognizes the integral role of farmers and primary food producers and consumers, 
especially women, as the real pillars of food security. 


A new social contract must address the root causes of disempowerment and create 
an enabling policy environment that recognizes and builds upon the rights and 
capacities of primary food producers. Food security must be, and can only be, built 
upon social justice. 


WE URGE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
Governments and multilateral institutions must honor their commitments made 
under previous international agreements, particularly WCARRD and Agenda 21, 
and schedules and measures of compliance must be instituted. 

Genuine agrarian reform that ensures farmers’ right and control over productive 
resources must immediately be implemented, recognizing especially the equal 
rights of women to land and other resources. New policies must be instituted that 
stress community rights, control and management over water and common 
property resources. People’s rights to self organize must be recognized and 
protected. 

Research and technology systems must build upon the role of farmers as scientists, 
as the main source of all intellectual innovation in agriculture. Current agricultural 
research, technology development and extension tend to be heavily centralized 
and privatized, due to systems of intellectual property rights and corporate 
protectionism. These policies must be changed. 

We denounce violent efforts undertaken by states and local oligarchies to suppress 
the efforts by farmers, fisherfolk, and forest dwellers to exercise their legitimate 
rights to control their resources and advance their interests. ; 
lf current trends towards food insecurity are to be reversed, democratic 
mechanisms must be institutionalized for adequate and meaningful civil society 
participation, especially on the part of small producers. 
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Sustainable Paths to Food Security nip 
The globalization of agriculture, like the globalization of the economy and industry, 


has undermined the biological basis of agriculture. Globalization has also drastically 
undermined the situation of the small farmer, subjecting him or her to price fluctuations 
and other volatile trends that are determined by forces far beyond their local horizons. 


Globalization has intensified pressures to industrialize agriculture and aquaculture, 
leading to large-scale factory farming and the indiscriminate use of synthetic pesticides, 
fertilizers, and other chemicals. These practices have resulted in adverse health effects, 
contamination and adulteration of food, pollution of air and water, reduction of 
biodiversity, and the depletion of soil fertility. 


Globalization has increased pressures to resort to biotechnology to trigger the “Second 
Green Revolution,” with a similar recklessness and lack of concern for social and 
ecological consequences that accompanied the “First Green Revolution.” 


It is time to reintegrate agricultural production into the local ecology. It is time to abandon 
such techno-fixes as the Green Revolution. It is time to bring farming once again into 
control of local communities. 


In pursuit of these broad goals, we propose the following principles and 
recommendations on sustainable production: 


First, while market forces play an important economic function, the market left to 
itself leads to the dissolution of communities, growth in social inequity, and 
ecological destruction. Instead of driving and dissolving communities, the market 
and economy must be placed once again under the control of the community. 
Second, the concept of sustainable agriculture and agricultural support systems 
must be central to the idea of ensuring food for all, particularly for vulnerable 
groups. 

Third, food security must be reconceptualized so as to begin at the moment of 
conception. Furthermore, since breastfeeding is the key to food security for infants 
up to six months age, community and government efforts must be made to bring 
back and promote breastfeeding practices. 

Fourth, food security must be conceived in a holistic manner. At present the current 
model of consumption is plainly unsustainable and unhealthy. The overconsumption 
of the industrialized nations and local elites perpetuates and increases the dis- 
parity between North and South urban and rural consumption patterns and lifestyles 
must be fundamentally altered and equitably distributed. 

Fifth, special attention must be paid to cultural factors that undermine food security 
programs, such as the present trend of advertising that spreads propaganda about 
the value of commodities that are associated with western lifestyles shared by 
local elites, the expansion of which promotes the interests of multinational 
corporations. Instead, affirmative action must be taken to promote the farmers’ 
viewpoint in the media promoting inherited consumption patterns not based on 
greed and accumulation. 

Sixth, special attention must be given to striking an ecologically healthy relationship 
between the needs of urban consuming communities and agricultural producing 
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communities. This must include strict controls on land use that would ensure that 
valuable agricultural land is not expropriated for real estate and other development 
projects. 

Seventh, environmental costs of agricultural production must be internalized. not 
only to discourage the rape of the environment but also to eliminate the unfair 
advantage enjoyed by bigger domestic and foreign producers who enjoy 
environmental subsidies like cheap state-provided water. 


In conclusion, we urge that the FAO documents be radically revised to reflect the 
aforementioned concerns and principles. 


Food Security and International Trade 

With respect to the relationship between food security and trade and investment 
liberalization, we must start from the premise that international trade is not vital to 
food security. We must furthermore oppose the inverted priorities of international 
organizations which evaluates food security as to whether or not it promotes trade 
and investment liberalization. Instead we must judge trade policy as to whether or not 
it enhances food security. 


Trade 
We support a paradigm of food security and trade built on the following principles: 


self-sufficiency - production should be reserved for national producers in both 
developing and developed countries if they have the capacity to produce commodities 
in sufficient quantity for the national community; foreign trade should complement, not 
supplant, national production. 


equity - trade policies should be formulated and implemented with a view to enhancing, 
not diminishing, social equity. 


protection of vulnerable ,groups - trade policies should be devised in ways that allows 
the adoption of special mechanisms that protect vulnerable groups such as family 
farms and strengthen cooperatives. 


sustainabilitv - trade policies should be formulated and adopted with a view to 
enhancing, not diminishing, ecological sustainability in both importing and exporting 
countries. 


internalization of costs - prices of goods should reflect environmental costs, to eliminate 
the unfair advantage given to multinational agribusiness companies. 


As immediate measures to counter the negative impact of trade liberalization policies, 
we urge a freeze on the implementation of further agricultural liberalization until after 
a thorough study of the impact of the GATT Agricultural Accord and a renegotiations 
of the Accord based on the conclusions of such a study. 
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In addition, we wish to see counter-trade assessed as a model of basic staple food 
distribution from one country to a neighboring country without detracting from our 
preference for community-based food reserves. We propose an assessment of the 


necessity of strengthening regional food reserves. 


Investment 
With respect to investment, both local and foreign, we urge the FAO to adopt a Code 


of Conduct for agricultural investments that would require that investments comply 
with the best practice in terms of food safety and ecological impact, with a Strict process 
of environmental impact assessment with periodic environmental audits being central 


to the process. 


Public investments in agriculture, including those coming from international aid 
institutions, should be directed at building the capacity of small producers and 
agricultural systems to be sustainable, including the financing of land and resource 
reform to benefit small farmers, fisherfolk, women, and indigenous communities. Public 
investment should not be used to subsidize private corporate activities. 


Investments in public distribution systems should be continued in order to strengthen 
the link between food reserves and consumers. Public distribution systems, however, 
should be reformed to effectively insulate them from political patronage. 


Investments in research and development should support small agricultural systems 
and not transnational control of agriculture. Investments in this area should support 
research that guarantees peer partnership between farmers and scientists. 


Immediate Measures 

Immediate measures must be taken to prevent the further erosion of food security. In 
this connection, we further demand that Asia-Pacific governments firmly oppose the 
indiscriminate and binding liberalization initiatives being propased by some 
governments in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). 


We urge a halt to the coercive, unilateral trade initiatives employed by some powerful 
governments to undermine the food security of more vulnerable countries. 


We also wish to express our concern that the FAO’s progressive views on food security 
are increasingly undermined by the organization’s acceptance of the emphasis on 
indiscriminate trade liberalization Promoted by the World Trade Organization. We caution 
the FAO to resist this colonization. We urge the FAO instead to listen to the rising and 
increasingly organized voices of the poor and marginalized. 


While critical of the FAO documents and many of the practices of the FAO, we in the 
NGOs nevertheless welcome its effort to consult the NGO community and people’s 
organizations in the process leading up to the World Food Summit. We ask the FAO to 
Cast Its lot with the poor and the marginalized communities of farmers, fisherfolk, and 
forest dwellers in an expression of faith on the possibility of change. With such a 
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partnership, we can turn the World Food Summit from an event legitimizing the 
corporate subjugation of the countryside and destruction of food security into a historic 
opportunity to reverse the erosion of food security and the degradation of agriculture. 


The above Declaration was extracted from a *Consensus Declaration that was issued by 101 
participants** from NGOs and people’s organizations, from 18 Asian and Pacific countries 
participating at the “Asia-Pacific Consultation of NGOs on the World Food Summit,” held on 
29-30 April 1996 in Bangkok, Thailand. This meeting was jointly organized by the FAO Regional 
Office for Asia-Pacific (FAO-RAP) and the Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development (ANGOC). 


*“ Australia: ACFOA / Bangladesh: ADAB, CIRDAP / Cambodia: CDRI, HEKS-Cambodia, 
SEDOC / Hongkong: CCA-URM/ India: AIRD, AVARD, CEC, DMI, IAAS, RFSTNRP / Indonesia: 
Sekretariat Bina Desa, KOWANI, PAN-Indonesia /Japan: GCFI, FA 21, JGC, JANIC, 
JAZENCHU, NCA, RUA-PP21 / Korea: NACF /Malaysia: CETD, CIROAP, FOMCA, NNRC, 
PAN-AP, WABAMongolia: MWF / Nepal: NFN, RRN / New Zealand: PIRM / Pakistan: RDF / 
Philippines: AFRIM, ANGOC, FFF, IIRR, ISIS, MODE/ SEA NGO LIASON COMMITTEE, KMP. 
PARRDS, PDI, PHILDHRRA, PRRM, SEARICE, SEARSOLIN / Sri Lanka: IRED, MONLAR / 
Thailand: AAN, ACFOD, AFPPD, ASIADHRRA, PPSEAWA, RIHES, RIHS, RRAFA, SAAN, 
SCF-UK, TCCPHCT, TNITTM, TREE, UNICEF / Vietnam: Vac Vina, Mekong Delta FSRDI 


A copy of the full declaration is available from: the Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian Reform 
and Rural Development (ANGOC), 14-A 11th Jamboree Street, Baranmgay Sacred Heart, 
Kamuning, Quezon City, 1103 Philippines. Tel: (63-2) 9283315, 9293019 
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A SOUTH ASIAN WORKSHOP 
24 - 28 February, 1996, Pahang, Malaysia 


Ensuring the Future: 


Women and Sustainable Agriculture 


Our Vision: 


We women from the women’s and social movements, farmers, scientists, and the 
environment and development organizations from the seven countries of South Asia 
participated at the Workshop on Women and Sustainable Agriculture held in Pahang, 
Malaysia from 24 - 28 February, 1996. 


We Expressed Concern that: 


Current economic systems promote unsustainable, self-centred growth for profits. 
Itis alienating and depletes human Spirituality. It encourages individual self-interest 
and societies that have lost all aspects of community, appreciation and respect 
for human life and nature. This system we believe, is self-destructive in the long 
run. 


The green revolution technologies, including high input varieties of seeds with 
hazardous pesticides and soil depleting fertilizers, and the wasteful use of huge 
quantities of water were introduced into our countries. This has led to the depletion 
of biodiversity, the poisoning of our bodies and our environment, and the destruction 
of our soil and land. 


Intensification in green revolution pockets has led to neglect of other low input, 
degraded areas and thereby threatened food security. In addition, the centralized 
food production that is dependent on capital intensive modes of Cultivation, 
transportation and marketing has also perpetuated a threat to people’s food security 
at subsistence level. 


Women are marginalized and made Subordinate to men and capital. Women’s 
knowledge, work and contribution to agriculture and society go unrecognized, 
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and unaccounted. This has led to women losing access to resources especially 


land. Resourcelessness has brought about increased violence against women 
migration and trafficking in women. 


Our present models of consumption are unsustainable, where the North with a 
quarter of the world’s population consumes three quarter of the earth’s resources. 
A market-oriented economy encourages unbridled consumption, where people 
become consumers of products. 


But we have an alternative vision of tomorrow. We have an alternative ideology, that 
of the equality of women and an alternative vision of sustainable agriculture. 


A sustainability that ensures lasting resources, has a capacity to regenerate, is 
voluntarily simple, and ensures the long term and proper use of resources. It is 
also culturally acceptable and venerates life in all its form. It is ecologically sound 
and environmentally friendly and uses local technology and resources. It respects 
Women’s Knowledge. 
We Pledge to Work to Ensure: 

Women are equal to men in the eyes of the law and society. Women have equal 
opportunities to develop their full potential. There should be positive discrimination 
systems and programmes to help women achieve equality. 


Women’s knowledge, work and contribution as farmers and key practitioners of 
sustainable agriculture is recognized and valued. 


Production systems are renewable, conservation based and recycles waste. 


An economic order that is more humane, nature-centred and not market and 
capital focused (orientated). 


A society that is practising sustainable lifestyles not unbridled consumption. 


An equitable and just distribution of resources. Women have equai rights to own 
land. 


The right to food security takes precedence over all other rights to resources 


The preservation of people’s indigenous knowledge and practices that are non- 
exploitative, and that ensures gender equality and justice. 


The acknowledgment, documentation, and translation into present day realities 
of Women’s Knowledge. 
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We Resist: 


any (attempts) to appropriate Women’s knowledge. 
patenting of all life forms and knowledge from nature. 


the use of life depleting, polluting and hazardous chemicals, the wasteful use of 
water systems and unnatural sterile seeds. 


We demand a change in the unsustainable consumption patterns of the North 
and the elites of the South. We challenge them to embrace a simpler lifestyle to 
ensure the just use of resources. 


Our Vision of Tomorrow is to build a sustainable way of life and to have communities, 
working together for a just and equitable future. 


We will undertake research, training, networking, advocacy, exchanges and visits, 
documentation and sharing of information, create model systems, mobilize women, 
as well as build movements. We will work together in solidarity, nurturing and 
caring and building a coalition of women dedicated to this vision. 


—— eee 


The South Asian Workshop on Women in Agriculture was organised between February 
24 to 28th, 1996, in Pahang, Malaysia. Co- organized by PAN AP and KHOJ Research 
and Publication Centre, Pakistan, the Workshop successfully brought together 27 
women from Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and Malaysia. 
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THE SEOUL DECLARATION 
19 - 22, July, 1995, Saemaul Undong, Korea 


Food, Culture, Trade and 
the Environment Conference 


We, the participants from social movements of consumers, farmers, scientists, women, 
the environment and development organizations, participating at the Asia Pacific 
regional Conference on “Food, Culture, Trade and the Environment”, met at Saemaul 
Undong, Korea on July 19-22, 1995. 


4: We are concerned that: 


Commodification, globalisation and unaccountable and tyrannical operation of market 
forces, capital accumulation, consumerism and materialism are creating an unjust, 
meaningless and unsustainable world. The increasing concentration of economic, 
political, technological, and institutional powers in the hands of a relatively few 
transnational corporations, financial institutions and national elites has created 
monopoly control over food and other critical community resources. 


Such a system destroys cultures, enslaves economies, ravages environments,exploits 
marginalised social groups including women, farmers, fisherfolk, workers and 
indigenous peoples. 


The industrialization of agriculture and aquaculture including factory farming of animals 
and the use of synthetic pesticides and fertilizers and other chemicals results in adverse 
health effects, contamination and adulteration of food, pollution of water and air, 
reduction of biodiversity and the degradation and depletion of soil fertility. 


The pressure to introduce biotechnologies as the Second Green Revolution ignores 
the stark historical lessons of the First in the rush to modernize agriculture for world 
markets. We reject such technologies being promoted as instant fixes for complex 
social and ecological problems. 


The current model of consumption is plainly unsustainable and unhealthy. The world 
is splitting into over and under-consuming classes where some people eat the choicest 
products in the world’s markets and create unmanageable waste, while others, an 
estimated 800 million, suffer malnutrition, poverty and loss of habitat. 


Today the world is divided by war, violence and conflict between people and nature, 


within families and communities, producers and consumers, urban and rural, ra 
and women, leading to alienation and destruction of both society and the environment. 
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Our vision is a world of harmony between nature and humanity, of vibrant 
cultural diversity, holistic science, spirituality, equality in relationships, 
economic activity based on meeting needs, equity in the distribution of 
the world’s resources, and peace founded on justice and mutual 


tolerance. 


Given the above, we pledge to work together for a new, development paradigm 
based on the following principles: 


Food: Food is a basic right and not just nutrition; it is also a matter of culture and 
power. Therefore food systems must be on the basis of self-reliance and be 
community-based and community supported. 


Nature: Balance and harmony, and accountability for the future, must be essential 
elements of our life. The uses of natural resources must recognise that humankind 
is a steward. We work in partnership with nature and protect its biodiversity. 


Empowerment of women: There must be a transformation of gender relations so 
that women become equal partners in decision-making processes. Women’s equal 
rights to land and resources must be ensured. Women’s contributions and 
knowledge must be recognised and strengthened. 


Sustainable production: Organic farming and other forms of sustainable production 
must be the natural and progressive approaches to meet our need for food. 
Indigenous knowledge must be recognised, built on and nurtured. 


Fair and lust trade: The trader must be transformed to one who is accountable to 
community, supports self-reliance and fair and just exchanges that promote 
sustainable human development. 


Peace: Ecological, economic and human security will promote peace. Therefore 
the global trade in armaments and policies that promote war and violence must 
be condemned and abandoned, and the resources freed must be reallocated to 
improve community life and nature. 


New economics: We must Promote a new economics that supports community 
self-reliance, community based production, people’s creativity, that sustains nature 
and establishes mutually beneficial relationships. 


People to people partnerships: We must create networks among the different 


social movements that foster partnerships and create a sense of both community 
and solidarity. Such partnerships between men and women, consumer and farmer, 
activists and scientists can create the power for making real change in our society. 
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Sustainable consumption: Global financial resources and consumption patterns 
must be fundamentally altered and equitably distributed so that we have a just 
and sustainable future. For this purpose, the citizens’ movements must foster 
policies for sustainable consumption. 


People’s struggles: We recognise, support and Strengthen struggles of people for 
social justice, cultural integrity and access to land, resources and ecological 
sustainability. 


4. We call for: 
the restoration, conservation and utilisation of our traditional varieties of food and 
forest products. 
the creation and strengthening of community-based and supported marketing 
systems to nurture selfreliance and sustainability. 
the elimination and phase-out of synthetic pesticides and fertilisers and other 
chemicals to strengthen sustainable agricultural practices. 
the banning of all genetically engineered life forms. 
the banning of patents on all life forms. 
the end of appropriation of indigenous knowledge and practices and their patenting. 
* _ the transformation of global institutions like the World Bank, International Monetary 
Fund and the World Trade Organisation since they have been unaccountable and 
have helped destroy communities through policies such as Structural Adjustment 
Programmes. 
the adoption of national policies and international conventions and protocols on 
food security which will secure equitable and sustainable access to 
health-enhancing food, practices and services. 
the formation of alliances of groups, individuals and people’s movements for 
sustainable agriculture and consumption. 


It is imperative that we leave a sustainable future for our children and pledge to work 
together in a spirit of community and shared responsibility. 


The Seoul Declaration was an outcome of the “Conference on Food, Culture, Trade 
and the Environment: Citizens Partnerships for Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture 
and Safe Food in the 21st Century’, which brought together over 110 participants 
from all over Asia and beyond. It was co-organised by PAN AP, IFOAM (International 
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements), CACPK (Citizen's Alliance for 
Consumer Protection of Korea), KOFA (Korea Organic Farming Association), KFFWN 
(Korea Farmers’ and Fisherman’s Weekly News), and KSOA (Korea Society for Organic 
Agriculture). 
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REPRODUCED FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC SYMPOSIUM OF 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS ON WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT 


16-20 November 1993, Manila, Philippines 


Women in Agriculture 


RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON AGRICULTURE 


Recognizing that rural women comprising peasants, agricultural workers, and fisherfolk 
make up the majority of the total population of women in most Asian Pacific countries. 


Recognizing that most of the problems and suffering experienced by non-agricultural 
women (immigrant women, women workers, urban poor women) are as a result of 
rural underdevelopment. 


Realizing that the women’s movement and the NGO community are the most effective 
entities to obtain genuine change and development for women and poor people. 


Realizing that within the women’s and NGO movement, there is a glaring bias in 
favour of women’s development in urban areas. 


We, therefore urge the women’s movement and organizations, and the NGO community 
to decisively and urgently correct this imbalance and refocus a substantial part of 
their efforts towards the development of rural women who are the primary producers 
of food. 


THE ISSUES 


From the workshop, eight general issues for concern in relation to women and 
agriculture were isolated. These are: 
Land Rights 

Structural Adjustment Programs 
Food Security 

GATT/Free Trade 

Sustainable Agriculture 
Biotechnology/Plant 

Genetic Resources/Seeds 
Pesticides 

Access to Water 
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Land Rights 


Agriculture accounts for more than 70 percent of recorded women’s labor in Asia and 
70 percent of agricultural households or tillers are landless. The increased landlessness 
of peasants is increasing at an unchecked rate as a result of a number of factors: 
encroachment on agricultural land by industry and commercial timber plantations: 
development policies in non-agricultural sectors such as the promotion of tourism and 
militarization; land speculation; logging, and cash cropping for exports. Access to land 
is the main priority for peasants in most Asian countries and allows for other rights 
such as access to resources and the opportunity to use the land as the owner sees fit. 


Traditionally, land was owned communally with rights given to the tillers who were 
often women. Since colonial times land has been registered officially in the names of 
males as they are perceived to be the heads of households. Even today land is being 
taken out of women’s hands through state settlement schemes where men are 
encouraged to grow cash crops leaving the women landless and with a family to feed. 
So although peasants are losing their land, women are losing their rights to it at a 
greater rate. It is very rare for a woman to own land in her own right and even if her 
husband dies the land will frequently be passed onto a son rather than her. 


Some land reform programs that have been instituted in Asia, have only been done to 
quell unrest and are implicitly and explicitly pro-landlord in nature. 


Taking control of the land away from women and commercializing agriculture, thus 
forcing people into a cash economy system, reinforces sexual roles where the wife is 
perceived to be in the private or domestic sphere. Culture and religion must be 
considered when examining womens’ access to land as well as economic and political 
forces. 


Women’s definition of land ownership is different to that of the predominant male view. 
For women, the right to land provides us the opportunity to cultivate, nurture and 
enjoy the fruits of labor rather than owning, exploiting and disposing. 


Recommendations 

For Governments: 

1. Tolegislate and implement a genuine agrarian reform program that grants women 
who are actual tillers of the land the right to own the land. Such a right shall be 
granted with sufficient legal guarantees to protect their rights to land ownership. 

2. To recognize, respect and protect communal ownership of the land that ensures 
land to the tillers and the rights of women to till the land. 


For the Women’s Movement: 

1. To undertake advocacy work to ensure the rights of rural women to land and 
access and control of other community resources like safe water and energy. 

2. To provide support in organizing and strengthening rural women’s organizations 
as this would ultimately ensure that the women’s demand for land rights be won 
and when won, will also ensure that these rights will not be taken away. 


Statements & Declarations by PAN AP 


TOWARDS A TOXIC FREE WORLD - Peple’s Struggle and Visions for the Future 
84 

3. To undertake work on culture, values and family. Specifically, to work at a basic 
| tems. 

level to attempt to democratize family sysi 

To work to change the existing sexual division of labor where women are burdened 
with both reproductive and productive responsibilities. This will provide women 
with the chance to become involved in community activities and other development 


opportunities. . 
5. To work for the integration of the demands of peasant women into the agenda of 


the progressive peasant movement. . 
6. To establish an International Day of Women’s Land Rights and formulate a 


Declaration on same. 


4 


Structural Adjustment Programs 9 
Due to the “debt crisis” of the 80s, most if not all of the countries in the Asia Pacific 


region are indebted to the IMF-WB. 


As a way out of the debt burden, structural adjustment programs (SAPs) which are 
characterized by economic programs which propagate exports, the reduction of 
government subsidies for farmers’ inputs and products, and budget reduction for social 
services have been prescribed by these lending institutions. In the guise of promoting 
growth, SAPs merely ensure that debt obligations are met at the expense of the 
well-being and lives of people. 


The combination of SAPs, the Green Revolution and GATT have led to peasant women 
in the Asian and Pacific countries being forced to grow cash crops, use expensive 
biotechnology, import cheap food products and be pushed in numerous ways off their 
land. Peasant women are the frontline casualties of structural adjustment programs 
as they are forced to work harder and longer, in an attempt to augment the already 
very meager income from their farms. This leads to the deterioration of peasant women’s 
health and that of their families as less food is consumed. Poverty is aggravated by 
the culturally dictated belief and practice that mothers partake last from available 
food. Women also face the other problems of frequent and unplanned child births; 
violence as battered wives; and, possibly having to prostitute themselves in their own 
countries or overseas to earn for their families. 


Recommendations 

For the United Nations and Governments: 7 

1. To put up pressure on the IMF-WB to stop all its SAPs in the Asia Pacific region. 

2. To initiate the creation of an indemnification fund for the rehabilitation of all 
debt-caused destruction in Asia and the Pacific. 

3. To push for the cancellation of debts “incurred” by countries in Asia and the Pacific. 

4. To create an international alternative and fair trade mechanism with grassroots 
organizations of direct producers and consumers. 


For the Women’s Movement/ NGO Community: 


1. To launch education campaigns to increase public awareness of the impact of 
SAPs on rural women. 


2. “f organize political actions at national, regional and international levels to stop 
APs. 
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Food Security 


Food security, which means the local, sufficient, availability of food for a community 
has been under threat. To ensure food security the instruments and resources such 
as land, seeds, capital and technology must be in the hands of the direct producers 
i.e. peasant farmers. But this is becoming difficult as incentives are given to grow cash 
crops for export. Frequently, land which was used to grow staple food products is sold 
for tourism or industry. 


This problem has particular consequences for women who are the traditional 
subsistence farmers. They are displaced from the land and the means of production, 
as the new technology passes into the hands of men, and they are put in the position 
of passive consumers. The family is then relying on the commercial success of cash 
crops which are dependent on expensive inputs and market fluctuations. 


Food security puts priority on food for domestic consumption over food or products for 
trade. It also gives priority to locally produced foods’ while preserving and protecting 
cultural food habits and preferences and innovates from this. 


Recommendations 
For Governments: 
1. To adopt as a national goal the attainment of national food security by: 
a. Opposing any attempt to liberalize trade in food. 
b. Opposing any effort by first world countries to dump their food surpluses into 
the countries of Asia and the Pacific. 
c. Opposing any program to undertake production of cash crops at the expense 
of local food and livelihoods. 
2. To provide sufficient subsidies to farmers undertaking food production for 
domestic consumption. 


For the Women’s Movement/NGO Community: 

1. To provide strong support to the direct producers, such as providing skills and 
training in production, marketing, research and documentation 

2. To lobby for the inclusion of food security onto the national agenda. 

3. To eliminate the existing bias against agriculture by strengthening and expanding 
rural and agricultural development programs. 


GATT and Free Trade 

The GATT and “free trade” agreements have been designed to move the control of 
food production from small farmers worldwide to the hands of a few TNCs. The focus 
of food production is now international rather than being at local and community levels. 
GATT policies of trade liberalization and the imposition of intellectual property rights 
and import of agricultural products are causing the displacement of millions of small 
subsistence farmers, mainly women, and are destroying local food economies. IPRs 
in GATT and other international platforms are aimed at taking seed away from the 
custody of peasant women and turning it into the property of TNCs. GATT has forced 
issues of ownership of genetic resources life forms into the agenda of international 
trade through Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 
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rs in the Asia Pacific region are innovators and protectors of 
ae ied eit However, TRIPS excludes these kinds of knowledge, 
ideas and innovations that take place in the villages among farmers and in forests 
among tribals. TRIPS only recognizes intellectual property rights as private rights. 
Women farmers are already invisible and marginalized in many ways and will be further 
dispossessed of their power, their control and their knowledge with GATT and TRIPs. 


The Third World is being forced to become a market for TNC products, with domestic 
subsidies being reduced and small farmers ruined as the North dump their food 
surpluses. Again, women will be alienated from the land and their livelihoods threatened. 


Recommendations 

For Governments: . 

1. To ensure the food security issues stay within national policy formulation and not 
be governed by GATT. wv: 

2. To oppose the enactment of national legislation that will enforce the provisions of 
the GATT-UR on the TRIPS which have implications on the future trends in life 
patenting. . 

3. To maintain its rights to set stringent standards to protect health, environment 
and food production. 


For the Women’s Movement/ NGO Community: 

1. To strengthen communication and cooperation between consumers in the North 
and rural women in the South. 

2. To lobby local, national and international organizations to ensure access of 
information on world markets and trade agreement negotiations. 

3. To educate consumers not to accept deregulation of food safety standards which 
are designed to expand trade. 

4. ‘To establish “free-trade clearing houses” to provide regular updated information 
and comprehensive analysis on women and trade. 

9. To foster understanding between farmers and consumers. 

6. To educate consumers on the value of paying a fair price to farmers. 

7. To organize consumer, farmer and worker joint actions and campaigns against 
the “free trade” system governed by GATT, while promoting the fair trade concept. 

8. To expose the “free trade” fallacy. 

9. To support rural womens’ communication networks to enable a sharing of 
experience and information on the impact and effects of free trade programs. 


Sustainable Agriculture 


The concept of Sustainable Agriculture (SA) goes beyond producing environmentally 
friendly, organically produced foods. SA means a way of life where communities have 
access and control over their resources - specifically land, water and seeds, and 
Processes - specifically marketing. SA also involves the process of evolving sustainable 
life styles, consumption habits and waste management. In Asia and the Pacific, SA 
has been traditionally practiced for centuries, and has been linked holistically with all 
other parts of peoples’ lives and the environment. 
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SA, practiced in Asia and the Pacific, emanates primarily from indigenous knowledge 
and innovation. This indigenous knowledge relating to traditional SA has been 
developing for many years in womens’ hands, and has provided the means for the 
successful evolution of farming methods in tune with the environment which allow 
women to feed their families directly rather than as consumers. However, this crucial 
role and women’s knowledge, skills and labor remains undervalued and unrecognized 
and the myth of women’s dependence has been perpetuated. We want to revive this 
knowledge which has been eroded by the “modernization” and formalization of 
economic and knowledge systems, and by the Green Revolution and the increasing 
threats from biotechnology. 


SA should satisfy the following criteria that: 

a. Agriculture should be ecologically sound to preserve the well-being of the 
agricultural ecosystem and to ensure self sufficiency; 

b. Agriculture should be economically viable for th farmer; 

c. Agriculture should be socially just to allow people access to resources, decision 
making and the right to organize; 

d. Agriculture should be humane to maintain the cultural and spiritual integrity of 
society; 

e. Agriculture should be based on integrative and holistic science and knowledge 
rather than the one-dimensional “objective” agriculture science of the Green 
Revolution; 

f. Agriculture should be adaptable and capable of incorporating appropriate 
technology. 

g. Peasant and sustainable agriculture movements should be gender-sensitive. 


In order for Sustainable Agriculture to be meaningful to peasant women, the unequal 
division of labour in the farm and household has to be addressed and altered. 


Recommendations 

For Governments: 

1. To adopt SA as a national policy. Having done so, to provide sufficient subsidies 
to farmers who opt to shift to organic farming (subsidies until such time that the 
soil has regained its fertility), to provide support prices for organically produced 
foods, and to provide the infrastructure to help in the marketing and distribution of 
these products. 

2. For governments and rural development agencies to provide funds for research 
and documentation of indigenous production systems with a view to improving 
and adapting these tested practices to suit current needs and environmental 
conditions. 

3. To promote and protect the gains of peoples’ organizations in the promotion and 
implementation of organic farming/sustainable agriculture. 

4. Toremove obstacles to SA including landlessness, militarization, free trade which 
impede the promotion of SA products and marketing by TNCs of agricultural inputs. 

5. To recognize and value the tremendous role of women in agriculture especially in 
Sustainable Agriculture and to reassess the system of National Accounting with 
has discriminated against the contributions of women to agricultural productivity. 
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6. To ensure that women are paid equal wages for equal work. 


For the Women’s Movement/NGO Community: 
1. To further expand its initiatives at building alternatives which emanate from the 


indigenous knowledge of the people. . > : 
2. To campaign and lobby for pesticide-free/chemical fertilizer-free farming. 
3. To undertake programs to preserve and protect indigenous production systems, 
marketing and consumption patterns. To evolve a model of SA with these practices 


and personal experiences as a basis. 


Biotechnology/Plant Genetic Resources/Seeds 

The countries of the Third World contain the vast majority of the world’s biological 
diversity including plant genetic resources (PGRs). The countries of the North have 
been exploiting them in an attempt to gain control over the world’s food production. 
This exploitation has been occurring from colonial times right up to the TNCs of the 


present day. 


Women traditionally have maintained diversity in agricultural plants to ensure food 
security and environmental stability. Throughout the world, women have been selectors, 
developers and custodians of seeds. This knowledge along with traditional agriculture 
has been gradually eroded since the Green Revolution of the 60s up to today where 
TNCs are attempting to get farmers to pay for seeds after each harvest. This may 
happen because scientists are patenting the genetically altered seeds under the 
intellectual property rights system (IPRs). 


The current biorevolution is based on the one-dimensional, reductionist, way of thinking 
resulting in a narrow genetic base, environmental damage and untold hardship to 
poor Third World farmers. This is in stark contrast to the traditional holistic methods of 
farming and view of the environment envisioned by women. Peasant women, the 
traditional subsistence farmers, have no control over biotechnology being carried out 
but are being forced to pay for and use the end products, ultimately designed to result 
in huge profits for the TNCs. 


The combination of tie enforced use of biotechnology products in the Third World and 
GATT will cause an increased dependence of the South on the North and a concomitant 
cash flow. Within this process women are being alienated at every level. Their traditional 
knowledge is being stolen or rendered redundant, their traditional way of practicing 
agriculture and feeding their families is being made impossible, and farming, land and 
labor are becoming TNC-dominated. Women are being given a heavier burden of 
responsibility while their traditional skills unrecognized, are becoming obsolete. 


Recommendations 
For Governments: 


ae [> institutionalize and integrate awareness on farmers’ control over seeds in 
national policies. 


2. To demand international recognition of Third World rights over their seeds kept in 
the gene banks of the North and the International Agricultural Research Centres. 
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3. To demand that no patents be granted for plant genetic resources and seeds that 
have been used and freely exchanged in the South. To strongly oppose the 
patenting of all life forms and processes. 

4. To lobby the United Nations to work for the passage of a legal instrument to regulate 
the activities of biotechnology companies. 


For the Women’s Movement/NGO Community: 

1. To promote, develop, and protect community seeds conservation efforts aimed at 
saving indigenous crop varieties. 

2. To translate biotechnology information into popular language understandable by 
people working at a grassroots level, thus increasing their awareness of the adverse 
effects of biotechnology. 

3. To promote and develop community-based effort to study and document the 
indigenous knowledge of women farmers in the conservation and management 
of plant genetic resources. 

4. To build a network which would facilitate the exchange of indigenous plant and 
animal genetic resources among women. 

5. To continue monitoring biotechnology research, processes and products. 

6. To increase awareness among NGOs, peoples’ organizations and communities 
on issues related to biotechnology and intellectual property rights. 


Pesticides 

The widespread and intensive use of pesticides in Asia is a direct result of the Green 
Revolution and increased biotechnology. Seventy-five percent of the world pesticide 
trade is controlled by only ten TNCs which are either from North America or Europe 
and they promote the dependence between high yielding varieties (HYVs) of plants 
and the use of pesticides. Many of the pesticides banned, restricted, withdrawn and 
not registered for use in North America and Europe are freely sold in the Third World. 
Every year about 25 million workers are poisoned by pesticides in the South alone. 
Moreover, the problems of pests resistance to pesticides and pesticides killing off 
natural enemies of pests make pesticides ineffective for pest control. 


The dramatic adverse effects of pesticides on the environment is well known and 
documented, but there exists a case for particular concern regarding women and 
pesticide use. Women in Asia produce 50-60 percent of Asia’s food and as a result 
are exposed to pesticides, either directly as applicators or indirectly in crop harvesting, 
planting and soil preparation. Women frequently end up having to do the most 
hazardous and unwanted jobs such as pesticide spraying which will obviously affect 
her health and well- being, as well as having a direct effect on her reproductive health. 


Women are discriminated against having less opportunities for education, training or 
organizing and will be the least healthy and well-nourished. Training programs on 
proper use of pesticides or alternatives such as Integrated Pest Management (IPM), 
tend to focus on mere rather than women consolidating the ignorance and dangers to 
which they are often exposed. 
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Recommendations 


For Governments: h-é ' . 
1. Toundertake a national policy of pesticide use reduction as an interim measure in 


ition towards the complete elimination of pesticides. 

2. apne ban all hazardous pesticides including pesticides on WHO list of 
Class 1 pesticides, pesticides that cause or are suspected of causing chronic 
health effects, pesticides that are persistent in the environment or those that induce 
pest resurgence. 

3. To systematically monitor,and document the health and environmental effects of 
pesticides (example: sprayers & harvesters) and ensure and implement that these 
women undergo regular medical examination. To systematically monitor and 
document the effects on the environment. 

4. To call for a ban on the exports and imports of pesticides banned, restricted, 
withdrawn or unregistered from the country of origin or country of production. 

5. To regulate pesticide companies by implementing and legislating the FAO 
International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides and to 
ban advertising of pesticides in the media. 

6. To safeguard the health of women by banning and immediately removing from the 

market pesticides that cause or are suspected of causing adverse reproductive 

effects. 


For the Women’s Movement/ NGO Community: 

1. Toundertake a massive education campaign to create awareness of the hazardous 
effects of pesticides on the health of people and the environment. 

2. To identify and promote indigenous pest management systems. 

3. To urge the media to highlight pesticide effects and to be vigilant in the 
implementation of pesticides regulations. 

4. To conduct further research on the effects of pesticides on the lives of women 
farmers. 

9. Tocritically appraise government Programs and policies on pesticide use including 
importation regulations and agricultural policies. 6. To pressure governments to 
ban pesticide production and exports. 

6. To pressure governments, international agencies, scientists and transnational 
corporations not to develop socially destructive technology. 

7. To monitor, document, and publicize pesticide poisoning of people and the 
environment. 


Resources - Access To Water 

The basic requirement for access to clean, safe drinking water is one which is not 
fulfilled in many parts of Asia. Access to water may be limited due to large scale 
development projects over which local people have no influence, or water may be 
contaminated by industry or agriculture. Deforestation can result in drought and flash 
floods causing hardship and devastation in poor communities many miles away. 


Increasingly, women who usually fetch drinking water have to travel farther, adding to 
the double burden of labor they already have. 
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Recommendations 

For Governments: 

1. To decentralize water management projects into the hands of the local community 

2. To undertake community based reforestation programs and to support community 
initiated ones. 

3. To set up regulatory bodies for the protection of water sources. 


For the Women’s Movement/NGO Community: 

1. To monitor new technologies like flood control programs, dams, irrigation systems 
and launch political actions locally and internally when such projects pose danger 
to the lives and livelihood of people, and destroy the environment. 


2. Tomonitor national government's request for World Bank funding of water resources 
projects. Demand a genuine people’s consultation and participation even at the 
very first step of the project’s conceptualization. 


3. To establish international solidarity networks to form a base for opposing designs 
to build water projects that destroy communities. 


For futher information contact: 


Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Asia and the Pacific 
P.O. Box 1170,10850 Penang 

MALAYSIA 

Tel: 60-4 6570271 Fax: 604-6577445 


Asian Peasant Women’s Network (APWN) 
No. 2 East Maya Drive 

Philam Homes, Quezon City 
PHILIPPINES 

Tel: 63-2 981924 


United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 
Rajdamnern Avenue Bangkok10200 THAILAND 
Tel: 66-2-282 9161-200 Fax:66-2-282-9602 


National Conmmission on the Role of Filipino Women (NCRFW) 
1145 J.P. Laurel St., San Miguel 

Manila, PHILIPPINES 

Tel: 63-2 861727/7415028 Fax: 63-2 8167528/7125267 


NGO Working Group 


2234 New Petchburi Road Bangkok, THAILAND 
Tel: 66-2 314-4316 
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THE SERDANG DECLARATION 
3 - 8, June, 1991, Serdang, Malaysia 


Women and Pesticides 


We citizens and representatives of people’s organizations from Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Thailand met” to address the issues surrounding pesticide use and abuse, in 
particular the impact of pesticides on women. We have looked at available alternatives 
to pesticides and worked out action strategies with clear objectives and 


recommendations. 


The Realities 

We have been confronted with cases of women suffering from pesticide poisoning 
including skin damage, nasal bleeding, cracking of fingernails and problems with the 
reproductive organs. Over 30,000 women sprayers in Malaysia are daily exposed to 
pesticides and have very little recourse to treatment, cure or even basic first aid. Due 
to the absence of medical monitoring and the sad state of the health care system in 
the plantations, the extent of the impact of pesticides on women, their reproductive 
health and the effect on the foetus is unknown. Being women and thus subordinate in 
the family and community, they continue to suffer silently. Unfortunately, the trade 
union movement has not effectively taken up their cause, and women workers continue 
to work in harsh and hazardous conditions. 


It is common for women sprayers to use pesticides without the necessary precautions. 

Many do not use protective clothings when mixing and applying pesticides. The high 

temperatures and humidity in Malaysia make protective clothings inappropriate and 

very uncomfortable. The storage and disposal of pesticides is also haphazard. Worse 

ia the pesticide industry promotes pesticides giving very little information on their 
angers. 


Similarly, in the farming sector, information on pesticides is merely promotional and 
persuasive rather than for informed choice. And women farmers share similar problems 
with their sisters in the plantation sector. Their role as farmers is only recently given 
acs recognition but even so they rarely make decisions on pesticide use in their 
arms. 


At present, there is no comprehensive piece of legislation to protect agricultural workers 
from unsafe and hazardous working conditions. There are studies to show that the 
International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides (FAO Code) 


uae enacted to implement the Pesticides Act, 1974 of Malaysia have been 
violated. 
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Vital Information 

We also recognize that farmers, sprayers, consumers and citizens groups lack 

information and awareness on the hazards of pesticides and their impact on users 

especially women, and the environment mainly because: 

* There is a lack of reliable information. Independent and continuous research and 
monitoring of the health of users and of the dangers of using pesticides is lacking. 
The key source of information is from the pesticide industry. When the health and 
safety data is generated solely by the industry that has a vested interest in the 
outcome, then misrepresentation becomes possible. In the past, there have been 
a number of documented cases where such information has been manipulated. 
Information available on health and safety of pesticides and research on hazards 
is classified confidential. The confidentiality of this information has only helped 
the pesticide industry, not the users nor the people who are exposed to pesticides 
directly and indirectly through residues in the food, water and the environment. 


As consumers, we are concerned about the total lack of information about the levels 
of residues in our food although we have a laboratory monitoring the situation. In fact, 
Malaysian consumers came to know there was a problem with pesticide residues 
only when a neighbouring country rejected our vegetables because of high pesticide 
residues. 


We are also concerned about the use of highly toxic pesticides in the country especially 
when our farmers and sprayers are not properly trained in their use. Pesticides banned 
or severely restricted in many countries are still available here. Our country is also 
involved in producing and exporting pesticides and we are concerned about the health 
and environmental problems that are caused by their production and use. 


Alternatives Do Work 

We are aware that there are viable alternatives to pesticides. There are many successful 
case studies that reveal pesticides are not necessary in the amounts that are being 
used today. Our reliance on pesticides as the sole method of pest control has led to 
problems with pest resistance to pesticides and resurgence. These twin problems 
have caused untold economic hardship to farmers. Farming methods dependent on 
high capital inputs including pesticides and fertilizers can also accelerate soil erosion 
and fertility loss, threatening the base of all-agricultural productivity and human 
sustenance. 


As the economic, environmental and social costs of pesticides mount, we believe that 
we need to change the prevailing methods of food and fibre production if we are to 
adequately address the problems posed by pesticides. Successful large scale 
application of an integrated pest management system has been implemented in 
Indonesia. Biological control including conservation of natural predators, has also 
demonstrated successful possibilities. We are aware of the growing evidence that 
sustainable, agro-ecological farming systems offer genuine solutions to the many 
problems associated with chemical pesticide dependence without sacrificing the yields 
and efficiencies the world requires. 


Statements & Declarations by PAN AP 


04 TOWARDS A TOXIC FREE WORLD - Peple’s Struggle and Visions for the Future 


orking For Change fe sept 
Papal oh the problems posed by pesticides, citizens groups have begun linking 


h nationally and globally to tackle the problems. One such network of 
pam is the aie Action Network (PAN). PAN's “Dirty Dozen campaign 
targetted against 12 highly hazardous and widely used pesticides led to stricter controls 
on those 12 in some countries. PAN has worked to ensure better implementation of 
the FAO Code which provides guidelines on the distribution and use of pesticides 
including provisions on labelling, advertising, testing and management of pesticides. 
PAN also provided the information that led to the adoption of the principle of prior 
informed consent”. This principle will help importing nations make informed decisions 
about hazardous pesticides coming into their country. 


We also realise that as long as development and agriculture remains profit-centered 
with increasing monopoly and control by a few, exploitation of our resources will 
continue. We need to change that. Our philosophy of development must be people 
and environment-centered and we must recognise that we are only custodians of this 


planet for future generations. 


Action Agenda 
With this concern, vision and philosophy, we make the following recommendations for 


action: 


1. Recognizing that political will and effective control mechanisms are needed, we 
recommend: 
the immediate implementation of the Pesticides (Highly Toxic Pesticides) 
Regulations, 1988. 
the review of the Pesticides Act so that it is in line with the FAO Code. 
that the Pesticide Board be moved to the Prime Minister’s Department for effective 
coordination and enforcement. 
the ban on the use of all highly hazardous pesticides requiring heavy protective 
clothings since the use of protective clothings is impractical for the hot, humid 
climate of this country. 
paraquat be banned since this pesticide is implicated in a large number of 
pesticide poisonings and most of the deaths due to pesticides. 


2. Recognizing that workers in the plantations should be protected from the hazards 
associated with pesticides and other health problems we call for the enactment of 
an Occupational Health and Safety Act to cover the plantation industry 


3. Aware that there is a lack of concerted monitoring of the’ health of those who use 
and work with pesticides we call upon the Ministry of Health and Institutions of 
higher learning to: 

* conduct research and systematically monitor the short and long term impact of 
pesticides use on the health of workers and citizens. 
to make public all research findings so that workers, farmers and consumers 
will be able to understand the hazards of pesticides. 
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4. Knowing of the sad state of the health services in the plantation sector we urge the 
Ministry of Health to ensure better health care facilities and basic amenities be 
provided to workers in the plantation sector. 


5. Concerned that consumers are exposed to pesticides through residues in the food, 
water and the environment, we call on the Pesticides Board to regularly monitor 
pesticide residues and to make that information available to citizens. 


6. Acknowledging the important role of trade unions in protecting the health and safety 
of workers, we urge trade unions to: 


make the pesticide issue into a major labour issue. 


have continuous monitoring and education programmes for all sprayers on the 
dangers posed by pesticides. 


7. Aware that women workers and women farmers are being daily poisoned we urge 
that: 


all women’s groups put the pesticide issue on their agenda for action. 


all citizens groups begin action and education on pesticides and its impact on 
health and the environment. 


8. Recognising that safer, viable alternatives to pesticides exist we recommend that 
research into such alternatives be given priority and resources be made available 
for their implementation. We urge the Minister of Agriculture to implement a serious 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) policy that would minimise the use of pesticides. 


The Challenge 

Minimising and curbing pesticides use and seating the climate for the implementation 
of agro-ecological systems of food and fibre production on a wide scale will, no doubt, 
present a great challenge. It is a challenge we, as individuals and groups have accepted 
with our own agenda for action. We are committed to realising the goals for a sustainable 
and people-centered development through our action to curb pesticide misuse and 
overuse. We commit ourselves to working closely with workers in the plantations, 
farmers including those involved in the FELDA and FELCRA schemes, and with 
consumers. 


Our action for change will be developed through a comprehensive and holistic strategy 
of research and information gathering, education and consciousness raising, organizing 
and mobilizing, advocating legal reforms and through legal action, and promoting the 
development of alternatives including sustainable agriculture. 


In order to realise our goals and vision at the national and global levels, we hope to 


consolidate and strengthen our actions through a pesticide action network in the country. 
We urge other groups and concerned individuals to join us. 


Statements & Declarations by PAN AP 


chicken See 


PS ph 
re! 


oR 


“Tee i sin hae | 


uae’ I cir nn a tea a , 


ing PaOS wees oe enggoet - wi 
ne Yom | ore sSulRng ty of cece tent shust be Geop 


Sieh 


; 2) 
Gy watncige Dae Tae ahi - 


RET eats ws Yi in en ha aga ot 


Pe geno) tht da we! ads Vabton Su ens inoeonle abel 
bi seal a Besa Apc Bre ng at Be cal oo adi H idbeesevit ‘yethe on 


Ja Tet repeagee 
ee Ee os tne fag? cP en Uae 
: An” OS AC ares as the: 

re reeling ee PULTE OF 


ts 


The Pesticide Action Network (PAN) is an international coalition of citizen’s 
groups and individuals who oppose the misuse and overuse of Pesticides, 
and support the reliance on safe and sustainable alternatives. Established 
in 1982, the PAN international network presently links over 300 groups in 50 
countries, and is coordinated through five regional coordinating centers. 
PAN is a network and no individual can direct or represent the entire coalition. 
Participants are free to pursue their own projects to further PAN’s objectives, 
and benefit from their access to the collective resources of the network. 


PAN Asia and the Pacific (PAN AP) is based in Penang, Malaysia. We are 
linked to more then 150 groups, in 18 countries in the Asia Pacific region. 


The Vision Statement of PAN Asia and the Pacific, as adopted at the 1996 
and 2000 Steering Council Meetings, states: 


“WE believe in people-centered, pro-women, development through 
sustainable agriculture; 


WE are committed to protect the safety and health of people and the 
environment from pesticide use, and genetic engineering in food and 
agriculture; 

WE will achieve these goals by empowering people within effective networks 
at the Asia Pacific and global levels.” ; 

PAN AP prescribes to the following development principles: a participatory 
holistic approach; a commitment to gender equity and genuine partnership; 
the need to confront social injustice and global inequities; the value of 
biodiversity, appropriate traditional and indigenous knowledge systems; 
and the recognition that our earth is one interdependent living system. 
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Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Asia and the Pacific 
P. O. Box: 1170, 10850 Penang, MALAYSIA 
Tel: (604) 657 0271 / 656 0381 « Fax: (604) 657 7445 
Email: panap @panap.net 
Home page: WWW.panap.net 


